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Preface 


All praise is due to Allaah. May peace and blessings be upon the last 
Prophet, Muhammad son of Abdullaah. 

Spreading Islaamic knowledge immensely help in explaining the reality of 
Islaam, consolidating its pillars and developing the Muslim ummah. Through 
propagation and education, the Islaamic University is striving to achieve this 
noble goal. 

To achieve this objective, the Deanship of Academic Research in the 
university plans and prepares many academic projects. Some of these 
projects are profound studies made about beauties of Islaam. These are 
then spread so that the Muslims will be acquainted with most dependable 
and authentic information about Islaam, its creed and laws. 

This present work (Pillars of Eemaan) is one of the academic projects of 
the deanship. The deanship has requested some members of the teaching 
staff of the university to write on this topic. It then assigned its academic 
committee to study the book, complete what needs completion and bring it 
out in the most suitable form with an endeavour to link all academic topics 
with their proofs from the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 

It is also a fervent wish of the deanship that members of the Muslim world 
should have access to useful religious knowledge; hence its decision to 
translate these projects into world languages, spread them and post them 
on the Internet. 

We therefore, beseech Allaah to reward the government of Saudi Arabia 
with good for great efforts it exerts to serve Islaam, to spread it and defend 
it. We also beseech Allaah to reward it for the constant support and 
patronage that it gives to this university. We pray to Allaah, out of His 
Mercy, to make this project beneficial and to help in completing other 
projects. We equally beseech Him to make all of us succeed in carrying out 
deeds that He loves and is pleased with, and to include us among the 
callers to guidance and helpers of truth. 

May peace and blessings of Allaah be upon His slave and Messenger, our 
Prophet Muhammad as well as his household and companions. 


Deanship of Academic Research. 
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PILLARS OF EEMAAN 


The pillars of Faith are: belief in Allaah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, belief in the Last Day, and belief in pre-decree - its 
good and bad. Allaah says, 




“It is not righteousness to turn your faces towards east or west (in 
prayers); but righteousness is the (quality of one) who believes in 
Allaah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book and the Prophets. 

Allaah also says, 



4 -AJj) £>j 


“The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been sent down 
to him from his Lord, and so do the believers. Each one believes in 
Allaah, His Angels, His Books and His Messengers. (They say), We 
make no distinction between one another of His Messengers’. And 
they say, We hear and we obey. We seek Your forgiveness, our 
Lord and to You is the return. 

Allaah, may He be exalted also says, 


' Al-Baqarah V: wv 
r Al-Baqarah V:YAo 
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“Verily, We created all things with Qadar (Divine Preordainment).” 

The Prophet -May blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- said, 

“Faith is to believe in Allaah, in His Angels, in His Books, in His 
Messengers and in the Last Day; and to believe in pre-decree, its 
good and bad.”' 

Faith is also something that is uttered by the tongue, borne in the 
heart and physically put into practice. It increases with acts of 
obedience and decreases with acts of disobedience. Allaah says, 


jAs±j\e. d-Lij !ii_3 4i)l jSN lil I . • j I LLj] 
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“The believers are only those who, when Allaah is mentioned, feel 
a fear in their hearts and when His verses (this Qur’aan) are recited 
unto them, they (i.e. these verses) increase their faith; and they put 
their trust in their Lord alone. They are those who perform Salaah 
(prayers) and spend out of that We have provided them. It is they 
who are the believers in truth. For them are grades of dignity with 
their Lord, and forgiveness and a generous provision. ” r 


' Al-Qamar ° 1: t 
T Muslim 
T Al-Anfaal A:T-£ 
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“Whoever disbelieves in Allaah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers and the Last Day, then indeed he has strayed far 
away.”' 

Faith is affirmed by the tongue through remembrance of Allaah, 
supplications, enjoining good, forbidding evil and reciting the 
Qur’aan. It is affirmed by the heart through having belief in the 
Oneness of Allaah, in His Lordship, His right to be worshipped, His 
Names and Attributes and in essentiality of worshipping Allaah 
alone without ascribing any partners to Him. Intentions and 
purposes are also some of the acts of Faith done with the heart, so 
is loving of Allaah, fearing Him, returning to Him in repentance, 
putting one’s trust in Him and the like. 

Physical deeds like prayers, fasting and the rest of the pillars of 
Islaam are also another manifestation of Faith. So is jihaad in the 
cause of Allaah, seeking for knowledge and so on. Allaah says, 



“And when His Verses (the Qur’aan) are recited to them, they 
increase their faith. 

Allaah also says, 



' An-Nisaa 
' Al-Anfaal A A 
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“He it is Who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the believers, 
that they may grow more in faith along with their (present) faith.”' 


Faith increases whenever man increases in acts of worship and 
decreases whenever his acts of worship and righteous deeds 
decrease just as the sins also affect him. If the sin is a major act of 
shirk or a major act of disbelief, the root of his Faith becomes 
destroyed, but if the sin is less than that, the perfection of his Faith 
is reduced or weakened. Allaah says, 


clUo UUU I- 4 jAajj .itj-do C)l hi Lul 



“Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him 
(in worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He 
wills. ” r 

He also says, 


Jbu 


sj ^jjSsJ I LS JlbJj IjJ U La 4U L 


“They swear by Allaah that they said nothing bad, but really they 
said the word of disbelief, and they disbelieved after accepting 
Islaam. ” r 

The Messenger of Allaah -May peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

M J'H i 'fj JJaalJ pyo. JjjLaJl jjaaaj Vj i j-a jA j jj jtl ^ jj V" 

“The fornicator is not a believer while he is committing the 
fornication, the thief is not a believer while he is committing the theft 


' Al-Fath £A:£ 

T An-Nisaa £:£A 
r At-Tawbah “l:V£ 
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id the alcohol drinker is not a believer while he is drinking the 
alcohol.”' 


' Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim 
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THE FIRST PILLAR: BELIEF IN ALLAAH 


'. Its realization 

Belief in Allaah can be fulfilled in the following: 

One: Belief that this universe has only One God Who alone created 
it. He is its sole Owner, Controller and Director of all its affairs in 
terms of sustenance, actions, life, death, benefit and harm. There is 
no lord besides Him. He alone does whatever He wills and decides 
whatever He wishes. He gives glory to whomsoever He wills and He 
disgraces whomsoever He wills. To Him belongs the sovereignty of 
the heavens and the earths and He is capable of doing all things. 
He has knowledge of all things and has no need of anyone. To Him 
belongs the command and in His Hand is all that is good. He has no 
partner in His deeds and none has control over His affairs. The 
whole creation including the Angels, mankind and the jinn are His 
slaves and none of them dares go out of His command, power and 
will. His deeds are uncountable and innumerable and all perfect 
qualities are His sole right without any partner. None deserves 
these attributes but Him alone and it is not allowed to attribute them 
or any part thereof to anyone besides Allaah the Exalted. Allaah 
says, 


iJlJ) ji-SvJls ^ <_f j]T pi \jj l j-pJ-J ^lDT L^lil 4 

£7 y >-li "cL> f uJJI JjiIj 1 Cj il*JL!Ij Li,1 j*5j iS A!I 
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“O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allaah) Who created you and those 
who were before you so that you may be pious. (It is He) Who has 
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made the earth a resting place for you, and the sky as a canopy, 
and sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought forth therewith 
fruits as a provision for you. 

He the Exalted also says, 



“Say (O Muhammad): O Allaah! Possessor of the kingdom, You 
give the kingdom to whom You will, and you take the kingdom from 
whom You will. You endue with honour whom You will and You 
humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are 
Able to do all things. 

He also says, 



i 



“And no moving (living) creature is there on the earth but its 
provision is due from Allaah. And He knows its dwelling place and 
its deposit (in the uterus, grave). All is in a Clear Book.’ r 

Allaah the Most High also says, 



' Al-Baqarah 
T Aal ‘Imraan V:V1 
r Hood 
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“Surely, His is the creation and the Commandment. Blessed is 
Allaah, the Lord of all that exists.’* 

Two: To believe in the Oneness of Allaah in His beautiful Names 
and perfect Attributes part of which He taught His slaves in His 
Book or in the Sunnah of the seal of His Prophets and Messengers, 
Muhammad -peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him. Allaah the 
Exalted says, 




“And all the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allaah, so call on Him 
by them, and leave the company of those who belie or deny (or utter 
impious speech against) His Names. They will be requited for what 
they used to do. 

The Messenger of Allaah -May blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- also said, 



“Allaah has ninety nine Names, whoever believes in them and acts 
by them shall enter Paradise. Allaah is One and He loves odd 
numbers.” r 

This belief however is based on two great foundations: 

First: That to Allaah belong all beautiful Names and sublime 
Attributes that indicate perfect qualities that are free from all kinds of 
defects. None of the creation shares with Allaah any of these 
qualities. 


' Al-A‘raaf V:o< 

T Al-A‘raaf VO A. 
r Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim 
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\mong His Names -may He be glorified and exalted- is Al-Hayy 
(the Living). He possesses the attribute of “life” that must be 
affirmed for Him in the most perfect form that befits Him. This life is 
a permanent and complete life that entails all kinds of perfect 
qualities such as knowledge, omnipotence etc.. The life was not 
preceded by a non-existence nor shall it be followed by extinction. 
Allaah says, 




j-* SfJ aJI ajj! 


“Allaah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever 
Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists. Neither 
slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. 

Second: That Allaah the Exalted is absolutely free from all 
attributes of defects and imperfection like sleep, incapability, 
ignorance, injustice and the like. He is also free from being 
compared to any of His creatures. This belief therefore, 
necessitates that one refutes what Allaah has refuted of Himself and 
what His Messenger -May blessings and peace of Allaah be upon 
him- has refuted of Him with a belief that Allaah is perfectly qualified 
with the opposite of what is refuted of Him. If we refuse to attribute 
slumber and sleep to Him, that means the affirmation of the attribute 
of eternity for Him; and if we refuse to attribute sleep to Him, it 
means the affirmation of the attribute of perfect life to Him. So every 
attribute that is repudiated concerning Allaah implies the 
confirmation of their perfect opposite. For, Allaah is the All-Perfect 
and whatever besides Him is imperfect. Allaah says, 

j* ^ 

“There is nothing like Him and He is All-Hearer, the All-Seer. ” 


' Al-Baqarah Y:Yoo 
’ Ash-Shooraa £ Y: U 
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He also says, 
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“And your Lord is not at all unjust to His slaves. 
In another verse He says, 


(J^oj'ifl (j N) (j ^ jaj^kJ 4All Gj 


“Allaah is not such that anything in the heavens or in the earth 
escape Him/ 


He also says, 



“And your Lord is never forgetful. ” 

Belief in the Names, Attributes and Works of Allaah is the only way 
to know Him and to worship Him. For Allaah prevents the creatures 
from seeing Him with their eyes in this world and therefore, opened 
for them instead, the way of knowledge through which they can 
know their Lord, their Sustainer and their God, so that they can 
worship him according to this correct and sound knowledge. For the 
worshipper worships the One whom he knows with his attributes 
while the denier of His attributes worships non-existence; and the 
one who applies the attributes of the creatures to Allaah worships 
only idol. But the Muslim worships Allaah, the One, the Self- 
Sufficient Who begets not nor was He begotten. 


' Fussilat £1:11 
T Faatir \"°:££ 

T Maryam ' 1:1 £ 
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"“"While affirming the Beautiful Names of Allaah, the following 

matters should be taken into consideration: 

' .Belief in the authenticity of all the Beautiful Names that are 
mentioned in the Qur’aan and Sunnah without adding anything to or 
reducing anything from them. Allaah says, 




“He is Allaah beside Whom none has the right to be worshipped; the 
King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, 
the Watcher over all creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the 
Supreme. Glory be to Allaah! High is He above all that they 
associate as partners with Him. 

yj <ji y as (jL ALJ : j jh 



It is authentically reported in the Sunnah that the Prophet -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- heard a man 
saying, ‘O Allaah, I invoke You with the fact that, to You belongs the 
praise. There is no god worthy of worship but You, the Benefactor, 
the Originator of the heavens and the earth. O You the Possessor of 
Majesty and Honour! O the Ever Living! O the Sustainer of all that 
exists!’ The Messenger of Allaah said to his companions, “Do you 
know that by which he has invoked Allaah?” They said, “Allaah and 
His Messenger know best.” He then said, ‘By Him in Whose Hand is 
my soul! He has invoked Allaah by 


' Al-Hashr ° H: v r 
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His Greatest Name which if He is invoked by it, He answers and if 
He is asked by it, He gives.”' 


To believe that it is Allaah Who names Himself and that none 
among His creature has authority to give Him names. It is Allaah 
Who praises Himself with these Names and so they are not 
invented and created. 


To believe that the Beautiful Names of Allaah indicate meanings 
that are in utmost perfection in which there is no defect in any way. 
It is therefore, obligatory to believe in those meanings, as it is 
obligatory to believe in those Names. 

t. It is obligatory to respect the meanings of those Names and they 
should not be altered or denied. 


®. To believe in the rules, deeds and impacts that each of these 
Names entails. 


To make these five things clear, let us give an example with the 
Name of Allah “ As-Samee" (the All-Hearer). In this Name, the 
following things must be considered: 

a. To believe that “As-Samee"’ (the All-Hearer) is a Name of 
Allaah mentioned in the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 

b. To believe that it is Allaah Who named himself with that Name 
and uttered it and revealed it in His Great Book. 

c. To believe that the name “As-Samee‘” entails the meaning of 
hearing; and that it is one of His Attributes. 

d. The obligation of respecting and honouring the quality of 
hearing which the Name “As-Samee‘” entails and not to alter its 
meaning or deny it. 


' Aboo Daawood and Ahmad 
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e. To believe that Allaah hears everything and that His Hearing 
encompasses all voices; and to believe in the impacts of that belief 
like necessity of being conscious of Allaah, to fear Him and to have 
complete certainty that nothing is hidden from Him. 

In affirming the Attributes of Allaah the “A/-‘A//yy” (the Most High), 
the following things should be considered: 


'. Affirming all the Attributes that are established for Allaah in the 

Qur’aan and Sunnah in their real senses without any alteration or 
denial. 

r. Having firm belief that Allaah the Exalted, possesses all Attributes 
of Perfection and is Free from all attributes of imperfection and 
defect. 

Not to compare the Attributes of Allaah with that of creatures; for 
nothing is like Him neither in His Attributes nor in His deeds. He 
says, 



“Nothing is like Him; and He is All-Hearer, All-Seer. ” 

*. To despair completely of knowing the very nature of those 
Attributes; for none knows the nature of the Attributes of Allaah but 
He Himself. There is no way for any of His creatures to know that. 

To believe in all that these Attributes entail of rules and the things 
that the Attributes required. For every Attribute there is an act of 
worship. 


' Ash-Shooraa £ \: 11 
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To make these five things clear, let us give an example with the 
Attribute “Al-lstiwaa” (i.e. rising above the Divine Throne) the 
following must be taken into consideration: 

f. Confirming the attribute of “istiwaa” and believing in it because 
of the evidences found for that. Allaah says, 



“The Most Gracious rose over the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that 
suits His Majesty). 

Affirming the Attribute of “Istiwaa” for Allaah in the perfect way 
that suits Him and that it means Allaah’s real rising above His 
Throne in a way that suits His Majesty and independence. 

That Allaah’s rising above the Throne should not be compared 
with the rising of the creatures. For Allaah is absolutely 
independence of the Throne and He is in no need of it. As for the 
creature’s rising, it is a result of his need of it. Allaah says, 



“There is nothing like Him; and He is All-Hearer, the All-Seer. ” 

i. That one should not wade into any attempt to know the nature 
of the Creator’s rising above the Throne; for that is totally an unseen 
matter, which is known to none except Allaah. 

Belief in its underlying rules and implications like asserting the 
greatness, majesty and magnificence of Allaah that suits Him and 
which His absolute rising above all His creatures indicates; and that 


' Taa haa V .: o 
’ Ash-Shooraa £ \: 11 
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all hearts look up to Him in His Highness, as the worshipper says 
in his prostration, “May my Lord the Most High be glorified.” 


Three: Believing that Allaah is the only True God that deserves to 
be sought in all acts of worship, both apparent and hidden ones. He 
is One and He has no partner. Allaah says, 


CUj i'l?] I 


J ' 




“And verily, We have sent among every nation a Messenger 
(proclaiming): ‘Worship Allaah alone and keep away from all false 
deities. 

Also, there was not a Messenger, who did not tell his people that, 

^ 4 JI ^ ,*50 iiit IjAIpT ^ 


“Worship Allaah! You have no other God but Him. 
Allaah also says, 


sL ols>~ ^jji 4 J 4jil Ij-UjcJ lj^*l C>j 


“And they were commanded not, but that they should worship 
Allaah, and worship none but Him. " r 

In the Saheehs of Al-Bukhaaree And Muslim, the Messenger of 
Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- told 
Mu'aadh bin Jabal: 

. "t.’ijjoi A .j V (j-o y i.t*.j VI (ja.j ttndo Aj V j 0j.t \x j q\ jU*JI is^" 


' An-Nahl U:n 

T Al-A‘raaf V:o^ 

r Al-Bayyinah 1A:o 
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“Do you know the right of Allaah upon His slaves and the right of the 
slaves upon Allaah?” Mu'aadh said, “I said: Allaah and His 
Messenger know best.’ The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings 
and peace of Allaah be upon him- then said, “The right of Allaah 
upon the slaves is that they should worship Him and not associate 
anything with Him in worship; and the right of the slaves upon 
Allaah is that He would not punish the one who does not associate 
anything with Him in worship.” 


The True God is the One Whom all hearts worship and for Whom 
they are full of love, to the exclusion of any other thing. He is the 
One Whom all hearts are full of hope for to the exclusion of all other 
things and whom all hearts are contented with supplication to Him, 
seeking His Help and fearing Him to the total exclusion of others. 
Allaah says, 


• j I q * JI 'yA ^ ♦ j q-P^Lj L* ^ ♦ j l q ^>eJ I yA 4jjl ^ j ij _i_U'i 

4 ijp _/>A==d' \ 


“That is because Allaah is the only True God and what they (the 
polytheists) invoke beside Him is falsehood. And verily, Allaah is the 
Most High, the Most Great. 

This is the Tawheed (belief in the Oneness of Allaah) through the 
deeds of His slaves. 

The importance of Tawheed: 

The importance of Tawheed manifests itself in following ways: 

T That it is the first thing in this religion; it is its goal, end, 
innermost and apparent essence. It is also the mission of all 
Messengers -peace be upon them. 


' Al-Hajj 
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It is because of this Tawheed that Allaah created the 
creation, sent the Messengers and revealed Books. It is also on 
account of it that mankind differed and are divided into believers 
and disbelievers, the fortunate and the unfortunate. 

v. It is the first obligation upon the legally obliged Muslim, the first 
thing by which man enters Islaam and the last thing by which he 
should die. 

Realization of Tawheed: 

Actualisations of Tawheed means purifying it from stains of shirk, 
innovations and sins. It is of two types: obligatory and 
recommended. 

The obligatory one is through three things: 

Purifying it from shirk that negates the very essence of 
Tawheed. 

V Purifying it from innovations that negate its mandatory 
completeness or negates its very foundation if the innovations are 
the one that turns one to an unbeliever. 

v. Purifying it from sins that reduce its rewards and have negative 
impacts on it. 

As for the recommended ones, it is what is enjoined voluntarily like: 

a. Actualisation of the perfect degree of Ihsaan. 

b. Actualisation of the perfect degree of certainty. 

c. Actualisation of perfect and beautiful perseverance by not 
complaining to anyone besides Allaah, the Exalted. 

d. Actualisation of the state of being in perfect contentedness with 
Allaah alone without having a need to any of His creature. 

e. Actualisation of the degree of reliance on Allaah alone by 
avoiding even some lawful things like making use of lawful 
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incantations and cauterisation out of dependence on Allaah, the 
Exalted. 


f. Having perfect love for ibaadah (acts of worship) that entails 
seeking nearness to Allaah through performance of many 
supererogatory deeds. 

Whoever actualises Tawheed as mentioned above and is free from 
major acts of shirk ; such will have security from perpetual stay in the 
Hell-Fire. Whoever is free from the major and minor acts of shirk 
and keeps away from major sins, such will have a complete security 
in this world and the Hereafter. Allaah says, 


“Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him 
(in worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He 
wills. 


He also says, 


J—J j I s 


■ I 


OiA)' 


“It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with injustice 
(i.e. by worshipping others beside Allaah), that shall have security 
and they are the guided. 

The opposite of Tawheed is Shirk, and it is of three types: 

Major shirk that contradicts the very essence of Tawheed. 
Allaah does not forgive it except by repentance. Whoever dies on it 
will abide in the Fire forever. Its form is to ascribe a partner to Allaah 


' An-Nisaa A 
r Al-An‘aam "UAY 
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in worship, to call upon that partner as one calls upon Allaah, to 
aim for him, to put one’s trust in him, to have hope in him, to love 
him and to fear him as one loves Allaah and fears Him. Allaah says, 




“Verily, whoever sets up partners in (worship) with Allaah, then 
Allaah has forbidden Paradise for him and the Fire will be his 
abode. And for the wrong-doers there are no helpers. 

r. Minor shirk that contradicts completeness of Tawheed. Minor 
shirk is deed that can lead to major shirk like swearing by others 
besides Allaah and mild showing-off. 

The hidden shirk. This is a kind of shirk that has to do with 
intentions and purposes. It can also be major or minor shirk as it 
has been explained in the first and the second categories. 

Mahmood bin Labeed narrated that the Messenger of Allaah -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- said, 

jtJCi V .alii Lj i/jl" 




“The thing that I fear for you most is the minor shirk.” The 
companions asked: What is the minor shirk O Messenger of 
Allaah?’ He said, “Showing-off.”' 

Meaning of Worship 

Worship is a comprehensive name for all deeds that Allaah loves 
and is pleased with. They can be by the heart, the tongue or the 


' Al-Maaidah °:VY 
r Ahmad 
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limbs. Worship includes all acts that one does and the ones that one 
abstains from for the purpose of seeking the pleasure of Allaah. 

The meaning of worship includes all that Allaah prescribes in His 
Book or in the Sunnah of His Messenger Muhammad -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him. There are different 
acts of worship. Some of them are done with the heart like the six 
pillars of faith, fear, hope, reliance, longing and awe, and other acts 
of worship. There are also physical ones like prayer, Zakaah, fasting 
and Hajj. 

Acts of worship cannot be valid until it is built on two 
foundations: 

One: To perform the worship solely for the sake of Allaah and not to 
associate any partner with Him in it. This is the actual meaning of 
Laa ilaaha illaa Allaah (meaning: there is none worthy of worship 
except Allaah). Allaah says, 




“Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and obedience) is for Allaah 
only. And those who take protectors besides Him (say): We worship 
them only that they may bring us near to Allaah. ’ Verily Allaah will 
judge between them concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, 
Allaah guides not him who is liar and a disbeliever. 

Allaah also says, 


' Az-Zumar rim 
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“/And they were commanded not, but that they should worship 
Allaah, and worship none but Him, and perform the prayer and give 
Zakaah. That is the right religion.”' 

Two: Following what the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- has brought by doing as the 
Prophet had done according to how he did it without adding or 
omitting anything therefrom. This is the meaning of Muhammad 
Rasoolullaah (i.e. testifying that Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allaah). Allaah, the Exalted says, 


j^13 aJ^I 4 iii 0tji 


4 


“Say (O Muhammad -May blessings and peace of Allaah be upon 
him- to mankind): ‘If you really love Allaah then follow me, Allaah 
will love you and forgive you your sins. Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most-Merciful. 

Allaah also says, 

“And whatsoever the Messenger gives you take it and whatsoever 
he forbids you, abstain from it. ” 

Allaah also says, 


' Al-Bayyinah 
T Aal ‘Imraan V:n 
r Al-Hashr 
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“But no, by your Lord! They can never have faith until they make 
you (O Muhammad) judge in all disputes between them, and find in 
themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) 
with full submission. 

Perfect worship cannot be achieved except through two things: 

One: Complete love for Allaah, where the slave gives priority to the 
love for Allaah and for all things that Allaah loves above his love for 
any other thing. 

Two: Complete humbleness and self-abasement for Allaah, where 
the slave humbles himself for Allaah through abiding by His 
commandments and abstaining from His prohibitions. 

Worship therefore, means complete love with complete self- 
abasement, humbleness, hope and fear. It is through the 
combination of all these that man’s worship of his Lord and Creator 
can be materialized. It is by carrying out actual worship of Allaah 
that a man can attain the love of Allaah and His pleasure. For Allaah 
loves that His slave should worship Him with that which He has 
made obligatory on him; and the more the slave increases in 
supererogatory acts of worship the more he becomes closer to 
Allaah. All these are of the means that lead to Paradise by the 
Grace of Allaah and His Mercy. He says, 



' An-Nisaa 
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“Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret. He likes no the 
aggressors. 


(V) Proofs and evidences on the Oneness of Allaah: 

Proofs and evidences of the Oneness of Allaah are very numerous. 
Whoever reflects and ponders over them, his knowledge will be 
deep and his certainty in the Oneness of Allaah in His deeds, 
Names, Attributes and His Divinity will increase. 

Among these evidences and proofs -to mention just some- are: 

a. Magnificence of the creation of this universe, its accurate 
creation, diversity of its creatures and the subtle order in which they 
move. Whoever reflects and ponders deeply on that will have a sure 
belief in the Oneness of Allaah. Whoever reflects on the creation of 
the heavens and the earth; on the creation of the sun, moon, man, 
animals, plants and non-living things will also know with conviction 
that all these creatures must have a Creator who is perfect in His 
Names, Attributes and Divinity. This therefore indicates that He is 
the only One worthy of being worshipped. 

Allaah, may He be glorified says, 



“And We have placed on the earth firm mountains, lest it should 
shake with them, and We placed therein broad highways for them to 
pass through, that they may be guided. And We have made the 


' Al-A‘raaf V:oo 
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heaven a roof, safe and well guarded. Yet they turn away from its 
signs. And He it is Who has created the night and the day, and the 
sun and the moon, each in an orbit floating. 

He also says, 




“And among His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
and the difference of your languages and colours. Verily, in that are 
signs for men of sound knowledge. ” r 

b. That, with which Allaah sent the Messengers -peace be upon 
them- of laws and the proofs and evidences with which He 
supported them, that prove the Oneness of Allaah and His sole right 
to be worshipped. What Allaah prescribes for His slaves of rules are 
clear evidences that that could not come except from All-Wise Lord 
Who knows His creatures and knows what is good for them. 


He says, 



“Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and 
revealed with them the Scripture and the balance (justice) that 
mankind may keep up justice. ” r 


' Al-Anbiyaa 'Min-YT 
’ Ar-Room V. :YX 
T Al-Hadeed ®V:YY 
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“Say: ‘If the mankind and the jinn were together to produce the like 
of this Qur’aan, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they 
helped one another. ”’ 

c. The nature upon which Allaah created the hearts of His slaves by 
which they affirm the Oneness of Allaah. This affirmation is naturally 
established in the hearts. An instance of this is that when man is 
afflicted with harm, he feels that and turns to Allaah. Had man been 
free from ambiguities and lusts that have changed his nature, he 
would have not found in the deepness of his heart except belief in 
Allaah and submission to His Oneness in His Divinity, His Names 
and Attributes and His deeds. He would also have submitted to His 
Law with which He sent His Messengers. Allaah says, 


4i)l (Jj U-P I j ijd I 4^1 CJ(JiUjJ JLsli 

ajjijlj aIJ! $ '—y : hi ^Ul ^ j xJ j jLliil ^ j j j jJI 
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“So set your face towards the religion (of pure Islaamic 
Monotheism) Haneef (worship none but Allaah alone). That is the 
nature upon which Allaah has created mankind. No change let there 
be in the creation of Allaah: that is the straight religion, but most 
men know not. (And remain always) turning in repentance to Him, 


' Al-Israa W:AA 
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and be afraid and dutiful to Him; and perform the prayer and be not 
of the polytheists .' ” 

The Prophet -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- 
said, 


*L*u£j Lo£ t4 '1 jl A ~'l j l -V'j jl si Jjla tftjUnll ( _ s Jc. aIjj 

i J.LJI J&3 (jjl 4jj| CLJj&ijp ij3 ^ l^ja Ja isU^s. 


“Every child is born on the natural religion of Islaamic Monotheism. 
It is his parents who make him a Jew, a Christian or a Magian. He is 
born as an animal gives birth to a perfect little one. Do you find it 
mutilated when it is born?’ He then recited the verse, ‘That is the 
nature upon which Allaah created mankind .”’ x 


' Ar-Room: r. : r.-n 
r Al-Bukhaaree 
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THE SECOND PILLAR: BELIEF IN THE ANGELS 


'. Meaning of belief in the Angels: 


Belief in the Angels is to believe firmly that Allaah has Angels whom 
He created from light and are naturally disposed to obey Him. They 
do not disobey whatever He commands them but rather carry out 
His commandments. No one knows their number except Allaah. 
Allaah assigns to them different duties and functions. Allaah says, 


i 


>^| 4jjt) 





‘‘But righteousness is (the quality of the one) who believes in Allaah, 
the Last Day, the Angels... 

He also says, 




% > 




- L >-1 


y 


“Each one believes in Allaah, His Angels, His Books and His 
Messengers. (They say): We make no distinction between any of 
His Messengers. ” r 

In the popular hadeeth narrated regarding Jibreel when he asked 
the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- about Faith, Islaam and Ihsaan and said, “Tell me about 
Faith.” The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- answered, 

jAHLi (jlj ^A\j tALuijj j 


' Al-Baqarah V: wv 
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“Faith is to believe in Allaah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, the Last Day and to believe in pre-decree - its good 
and bad.” 


The position of belief in the Angels in and its rule: 

Belief in the Angels is the second among the six pillars of Faith. No 
man will be regarded a real believer if has not believed in them. The 
Muslims have all agreed on the necessity of belief in the honourable 
Angels. Whoever denies their existence or the existence of some of 
them whom Allaah has mentioned, such has become a disbeliever 
and disagreed with the Book of Allaah, the Sunnah and the 
consensus of the Muslims. Allaah the Exalted says, 


I Jl~*J ^llLyb 


i 


“Whosoever disbelieves in Allaah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers and the Last Day, then indeed, he has strayed far 
away.”' 

r. How to believe in the Angels: 

Belief in the Angels can be in general and detailed forms: 

As for the general form, it includes: 

First: Affirmation of their existence; that they are creatures of Allaah 
whom He created for the purpose of worshipping Him. To believe 
that their existence is real and that our inability to see them is not a 
proof of their non-existence. For, many are the subtle creatures in 
this universe that we do not see but they actually do exist. The 
Messenger of Allaah -peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him- 


' An-Nisaa 
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has seen Angel Jibreel is his true shape twice and some of his 
companions have seen some Angels in the form of human being. 

Imaam Ahmad reported in his Musnad on the authority of ‘Abdullaah 
bin Mas'ood who said, 



“The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- saw Jibreel in his true form. He has six hundred wings 
and each wing covered the horizon.” 

It has also been established in the famous hadeeth that is narrated 
about Jibreel and which was reported by Muslim that Jibreel came 
in form of man wearing a very white garment and who has a very 
dark hair, on whom no traces of travelling was found and who was 
known by none of the companions. 

Two: To place them in their position which Allaah has placed them. 
They are commanded slaves of Allaah whom He has honoured, 
elevated their positions and brought them close to Himself. To 
believe that there are among them messengers of Allaah with whom 
He sent with Revelations and other things and that they are unable 
to do except that which Allaah gives them the ability to do. In spite 
of all this, they cannot avail themselves or others of any benefit or 
harm except by the will of Allaah. That is why it is forbidden to direct 
any act of worship to them not to talk of describing them with 
attributes of Lordship as the Christians do claim of the Holy Spirit. 
Allaah says, 




“And they say: The Most Gracious (Allaah) has begotten a son (or 
children).’ Glory to Him! They (whom they call children of Allaah like 
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the Angels, Jesus and Ezra) are but honoured slaves. They speak 
not until He has spoken, and they act on His Command. 

He also says about the Angels, 



“They disobey not (from executing) the Commands they receive 
from Allaah, but do that which they are commanded. ” r 

This level of faith is obligatory on every Muslim, male and female. 
They must learn it and believe it and no one is excused of being 
ignorant of it. 

As for the detailed belief in the Angels, it entails things among which 
are: 

One: The substance from which they were created: 

Allaah created them from light as He created jinn from fire and 
mankind from clay. Their creation preceded that of Aadam. In the 
hadeeth, the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- said, 



“The Angels were created from light, the jinn were created from fire 
and Aadam was created in what has been described to you.” r 

Two: Their number: 

The Angels are a creation whom no one knows their number 
except Allaah because of their multitude. There is no place in the 
heaven that is as narrow as can take four fingers except that there 


' Al-Anbiyaa YUU-YV 
T At-Tahreem 11:1 
r Muslim 
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is an angel there prostrating or standing up in worship. The Al- 
Baitul-Ma 'moor that is in the seventh heaven is also entered 
everyday by seventy thousand Angels who never go back there 
because of their multitude. In the Day of Resurrection, the Fire will 
be brought forth while it has seventy thousand reins. Seventy 
thousand Angels will pull each rein. Allaah says, 

'jA 2 \ <tXSj $Jolij j \ 

“And none can know the hosts of your Lord but He.”' 

In the hadeeth, the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- said, 

wl cSlL VI ^l^jS Lo (jl ^Lajjill Cldal" 

“The heaven moaned and it has right to moan. For there is no place 
in it as narrow as can hold a foot except that there is an angel there, 
prostrating or bowing.” 

The Prophet -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- 
said about AI-Baitul-Ma‘moor. 

. m AjJI V ill U3 X r 1 

“Everyday, seventy thousand Angels enter it and they would not 
return to it again.” x 

He also said, 

"iilla L_sll ^jj)» ±ui <—flti a - >.' Aiw" 

“The Hell will be brought forth on that Day while it has seventy 
thousand reins, with each rein is seventy thousand Angels.” r 


' Al-Muddaththir V£:n 
T Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim 
r Muslim 
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It is here that their huge number becomes clear to us. The number 

of those mentioned in the above hadeeth is .Angels. 

How much more will be others! Glory is due to Him Who created 
them, directs them and knows their accurate number. 


Three: Their names: 

We must believe in the Angels whom Allaah has told us their names 
in the Qur’aan or whom the Prophet -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- has told us their names in the Sunnah the 
greatest of whom are three: 

T Jibreel (Gabriel), he is also called Jibraaeel. He is the Holy 
Spirit who brings down revelation by which the hearts live, to the 
Messengers. 

V Meekaaeel (Michael). He is also called Meekaal. He is the one 
put in charge of rain by which the earth lives. He drives rain to 
wherever Allaah commands him. 


r . Israafeel. He is the one put in charge of blowing into the Horn to 
announce the end of this world and the beginning of the Hereafter 
by which the bodies will be brought back to life. 

Four: Characteristics of the Angels: 

The Angels are real creatures. They have bodies that have all 
physical and innate peculiarities among which are: 

a. Their huge stature and bodies: Allaah created the Angels with 
big and strong shapes that befit their great functions, which He 
assigned to them in the heaven and the earth. 

They have wings: Allaah created wings for the Angels. Some of 
them have two wings, some three, some four and some more. The 
Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- saw Jibreel in his true form while he has six hundred 
wings that have covered the horizon. Allaah says, 
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“All the praises and thanks are to Allaah, the Originator of the 
heavens and the earth, Who made the Angels messengers with 
wings, two or three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. 

b. They have no need for food and drink. Allaah created the 
Angels in such a way that they do not need food nor drink and do 
not marry or procreate. 

c. The Angels are intelligent and they have hearts. They speak 
with Allaah and He speaks with them. They spoke with Aadam and 
other Prophets -peace be upon them. 

d. Their ability to appear in forms different from their true forms. 
Allaah gave them ability to appear in the form of the males of the 
mankind. There is in this rejection of the pagans’ claim that Angels 
are daughters of Allaah. However, we do not know how they 
transform. We only know that they transform in a subtle way that 
makes it difficult to distinguish them from men. 

e. Their death. The Angels will all die on the Day of Resurrection 
including the angel of death. They will then be resurrected to carry 
out their duties, which Allaah assigned to them. 

g. Their worship. The Angels worship Allaah through different acts 
of worship like prayer, invocation, glorification, bowing, prostration, 
fear, awe, love etc. 

The following are some of the characteristics of their worship: 

^. Continuity and lack of slackening. 

f. Sincerity towards Allaah, may He be glorified. 


' Faatir foil 
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v. Sticking to obedience of Allaah and their lack of disobedience 
because of their being immune from committing sins and acts of 
disobedience. 

i. Humbleness for Allaah with much acts of worship. 

Allaah says about them, 



“They glorify His praises night and day, (and) they never slacken (to 
do so).”' 

Fifth: Functions of the Angels: 

The Angels carry out great functions which Allaah assigns to them, 
among them are: 

U Bearers of the Throne. 

V The angel in charge of bringing revelations to the Messengers, 
v. Those in charge of the Paradise and Hell. 

*. Those in charge of clouds, rains and plants. 

Those in charge of mountains. 

V The one in charge of blowing of the Trumpet. 

v. Those in charge of recording the deeds of men. 

A. Those in charge of protecting men; and when Allaah has decree 
that something happens to him, they will leave him so that what has 
been decreed for him can happen. 

T Those in charge of following man about and calling him to do 
good deeds. 

' Al-Anbiyaa T \ A • 
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. Those in charge of the foetuses in the womb, who breathe 
life into human and write their provision, deed, and whether they will 
be fortunate or unfortunate. 

''. Those in charge of seizing the lives of humans when they die. 

' T Those in charge of asking men questions in their graves and 
are responsible for the bliss and torments that relate to that. 

Those in charge of conveying to the Prophet -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- the greetings of his nation. That is 
why the Muslim does no need to travel to him in order to say salaam 
to him. He only needs to invoke the blessings of Allaah on him and 
send greetings to him from wherever he may be; for the Angels will 
convey his greetings to the him. One only travels to the Prophet’s 
mosque to pray there. 

The Angels have many duties of which the above are only most 
prominent. Among the proofs for the above are the following 
Sayings of Allaah: 



“Those (Angels) who bear the Throne (of Allaah) and those around 
it glorify the praises of thief Lord, and believe in Him, and ask 
forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allaah).”' 



“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Whoever is an enemy for Jib reel (Gabriel) 
(let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it (this Qur’aan) to 
your heart by Allaah’s Permission. 


' Ghaafir i • :V 
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“/And if you could but see when the wrong-doers are in the agonies 
of death, while the Angels are stretching forth their harms (saying): 
‘Deliver your souls!”’ r 

Six: The rights of the Angels upon men: 

a. To believe in them. 

b. To love them, honour them and mention their virtues. 

c. Prohibition of insulting, demeaning or mocking them. 

d. Keeping away from all that they abhor; for they feel hurt from 
what man feels hurt from. 

Benefits of belief in the Angels: 

a. Realization of faith, for faith cannot be valid without believing in 
them. 

b. Knowing the greatness of their Creator- Blessed is He and 
Exalted- as well as His power and authority. For greatness of the 
Creator shows in the greatness of the creation. 

c. Increase in faith in the heart of a Muslim by knowing their 
characteristics, conditions and functions. 

d. Peace and tranquillity for the believers when Allaah makes them 
firm through the Angels. 


' Al-Baqarah Y:iv 
T Al-An‘aam Y AV 
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e. The Angels’ love for the acts of worship which are carried 
out in the perfect way and their seeking forgiveness for the 
believers. 

f. Their abhorrence of corrupt deeds and sins. 

g. Showing gratitude to Allaah on His care for His slaves; for Allaah 
assigns to them of these Angels those who protect them, write down 
their deeds and render them other services. 
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THE THIRD PILLAR: BELIEF IN THE BOOKS 


Belief in the Books revealed to the Messengers -peace be upon 
them- is the third pillar of Faith. Allaah has sent His Messengers 
with the Clear Proofs and revealed to them Books as a mercy and 
guidance for the mankind, so that they might achieve prosperity in 
this world and the Hereafter; in order that it may be a path upon 
which they march and a judge between people as regards what they 
differ in. Allaah says, 




“Indeed l/l/e have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and 
revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance (justice) that 
mankind may keep up justice. 

He also says, 

^ g* * Ij Cf-J J ' y l 4Ajl 4_«! ^.LJI ^ 
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4^3 I J_cJlL>-I 


“Mankind were one community and Allaah sent Prophets with glad 
tidings and warnings, and with them He sent down the Scripture in 
truth to judge between people in matters wherein they differed. 1 ” 

'. Essence of belief in the Books 

Belief in the Books is the firm confirmation that Allaah has some 
Books, which He revealed to His Messengers, that these Books are 


' Al-Hadeed ®V:Vo 
r Al-Baqarah V:MV 
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His real Words, that they are guidance and light and that all that 
they contain is truth and justice which must be followed and 
implemented. None knows the number of these Books save Allaah. 
He says, 


UA 




* pJSj 


“And to Moses Allaah spoke directly. 
He also says, 


4 ii\ , ills' a^>-ll iljL>tLlT 
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"And if anyone of the polytheists seeks your protection then grant 
him protection so that he may hear the Word of Allaah. ” r 

^.The rule of belief in the Books: 

One must believe in all the Books that Allaah has revealed to His 
Messengers. One must also believe that Allaah really spoke with 
the words of those Books, that they are revealed and not created. 
Whoever denies it or denies anything thereof has disbelieved. 

Allaah says, 

iJ I 1 I J 4A1 L) I ; I c I 'V 

ycyj CA dp' tipJ 1 
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“O you who believe! Believe in Allaah and His Messenger 
(Muhammad) and the Book (the Qur’aan) which He has sent down 


' An-Nisaa £A1£ 
T At-Tawbah 1:1 
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to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent down to those 
before (him); and whoever disbelieves in Allaah, His Angels, His 
Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day, then indeed he has 
strayed far away. 

He also says, 



‘And this is a blessed Book (the Qur’aan) which We have sent 
down, so follow it and fear Allaah, that you may receive mercy .” 1 

'f. Mankind’s need for the Books and the reason for their 
revelation 

One: That the Book revealed to the Messenger should be the 
reference for his people for the knowledge of their religion. 

Two: That the revealed Book may be the just judge among the 
followers of the Messenger. 

Three: That the Book may be the preserver of the religion after the 
death of its Messenger however times and places may be far as is 
the case with the Mission of our Prophet Muhammad -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him. 

Four: In order that these Books may be Allaah’s proof against His 
creation, which they cannot afford to disagree with or go against. 
Allaah says, 


' An-Nisaa £OT"l 
T Al-An‘aam 
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“Mankind were one community and Allaah sent Prophets with glad 
tidings and warnings, and with them He sent down the Scripture in 
truth to judge between people in matters wherein they differed. 

t. How to believe in the Books 

Belief in the Books of Allaah can be in general and detail: 

As for the general form: it is to believe that Allaah has sent down 
some scriptures to some of His Messengers. 

As for detailed form: It is to believe in all the Books of Allaah that He 
has mentioned in the noble Qur’aan. We have knowledge of the 
following Books: the Qur’aan, the Torah, the Psalms, the Injeel and 
the Scripture of Ibraaheem and Moosaa. We must also believe that 
there are other Books, which Allaah has revealed to His Prophets 
whose names, and numbers no one knows but He who revealed 
them. 

All these books come to actualise the belief in the Oneness of 
Allaah by worshipping Him alone, doing good deeds and prohibition 
of polytheism and corruption in the land. Though they differ in laws 
and regulations, the objective has always been Tawheed. 

Belief in the Books is to affirm its revelation to past Messengers and 
the belief in the Qur’aan means to affirm it and follow what it 
contains. 

Allaah says, 


' Al-Baqarah v 
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“The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been sent down 
to him from his Lord, and so do the believers. Each one believes in 
Allaah, His Angels, His Books and His Messengers. 

Allaah also says, 



“Follow that which has been sent down to you from your Lord (the 
Qur’aan, and Prophet Muhammad’s Sunnah) and follow not any 
protectors and helpers besides Him. 

The Glorious Qur’aan is distinguished from past Scriptures with 
some prominent qualities, which are: 

f. It is a miracle in words and meanings. It also contains universal 
and scientific facts. 

T It is the last of the divine-revealed Books. The Qur’aan brought 
the heavenly Scriptures to an end as all the Divine Messages were 
brought to an end with the Message of our Prophet Muhammad - 
peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him. 

v. Allaah guarantees its preservation from any alteration or 
changes unlike other scriptures in which there were alterations and 
changes. 

*. The Qur’aan confirmed the previous books. 


’ Al-Baqarah V:YAo 
’ Al-A‘raaf V:r 
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®. It abrogated all past books. 

Allaah says, 

OW tLa^- 0 ^ L* ^ 

/ " * 9 * * ~ S * s S * s 

4 JlJi Oy-?_U l£ u-*j 

“It is not a forged statement but a confirmation of that which were 
before it and a detailed explanation of everything and a guide and a 
mercy for the people who believe. 

®. Accepting the news of the past Scriptures 

We have sure knowledge that all the messages that Allaah revealed 
to His Messengers in those Books are true. This does not however 
mean that we must accept all that are in the books that are 
presently available at the hands of the People of the Scripture; for 
they have been altered and interpolated and no longer exist in the 
forms in which Allaah had revealed them to His Messengers. 

Among the things that are known to us with certainty in those books 
is what Allaah has informed us in the Qur’aan that no man shall 
bear the burden of another and that man shall not attain except 
what he strived for. It is also known that man shall be shown that 
which he has done and then be rewarded with a full recompense. 
Allaah says, 


’ jU fi? t ^ } x x , I ^ji ^ ^ 

jjj sjjij jjj SIi CH <4 f- 1 f 1 } 

X 4* sys.r,, 9. s s , s tf ^ , { 

CSji o'i ^ O'j (Jjj) lS 


' Yoosuf U 


PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com 






hjM'i 1 Olc^l OlTjf 


“Or is he not informed of what is in the Scripture of Moses, and of 
Abraham who fulfilled (or conveyed) or all that (Allaah ordered him 
to do or convey): That no burdened person (with sins) shall bear the 
burden (sins) of another; and that man can have nothing but he 
does (good or bad), and that his deeds will be seen, then he will be 
recompensed with full and best recompense. ” ’ 


He also says, 


f, f -*» s d ~£ & s * s 'f’-' _ -> £ -O'- , ’V ^ t , 

i-ii* o! CjJ IPS') JA- CUS tjbu-li s^iSJi ojjjjj 



“Nay, you prefer the life of this world, although the Hereafter is 
better and more lasting. Verily, this is in the former Scriptures- the 
Scripture of Abraham and Moses.” r 

As for the rules regarding the application of the injunctions of 
these Books: 

It is incumbent on us to worship Allaah with what is in the Qur’aan 
unlike past Books. We must cast a look into the past Books. If what 
they contain is contrary to what is in our religion we definitely do not 
have to follow it. This is not because it was false, it was rather the 
truth during its time. It is only that we are not obliged to follow it, 
because our own law has abrogated it. But if it agrees with our law, 
it is a truth which our law has confirmed its authenticity. 


V The heavenly revealed Books that are mentioned in the 
Qur’aan and Sunnah are: 


' An-Najm °r : n-n 
" Al-A‘laa AV:U-M 
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A. The Noble Qur’aan: 

It is the Word of Allaah, which He revealed to Muhammad -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- who is the last of all 
Messengers and Prophets. It is therefore, the last revealed Book. 
Allaah has indeed guaranteed its preservation from distortions and 
alterations and abrogated through it other Books. Allaah says, 



“Verily, it is We Who have sent down the Remembrance (the 
Qur’aan) and surely, We will guard it (from corruption).”' 

He also says, 



“And We have sent down to you the Book (this Qur’aan) in truth, 
confirming the Scripture that came before it and as a witness over it 
(old Scriptures). So judge among them by what Allaah has 
revealed. ” r 

r. The Torah: 

The Torah is the Book that Allaah revealed to Prophet Moosaa 
(Moses). Allaah made it a guidance and light by which Prophets and 
priests of the children of Israel judged. However, the Torah that 
should be believed in is the one that was revealed to Prophet 
Moosa and not the present-day adulterated one that is carried by 
contemporary Jews and Christians. Allaah says, 


' Al-Hijr 

T Al-Maaidah °: i A 
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“Verily, 1/1/e d/d send down the Torah (to Moses), therein was 
guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who submitted 
themselves to Allaah’s Will, judged for the Jews. And the Rabbis 
and the priests too (judged by the Torah after the Prophets), for to 
them was entrusted the protection of Allaah’s Book.”' 

?. Injeel (the Gospel): 

It is the Book revealed to Prophet ‘Eesaa (Jesus) with truth and a 
confirmation of the divine Books that came before it. 


The Gospel that should be accepted is the one that Allaah revealed 
to Jesus in its true origin and not the adulterated ones that are 
carried by the present day Christians. Allaah says, 


^ f ^ 9 * ^ <9 * * * -9* s * ' * s } s s ,, # 9 9 * 

,J^AI dUjjIs/j qs LftJ L3J_^2_4 j-ij* L5"^?-! ^ 

'/ : fT 3 Ajjjlji 4_; _U LftJ 1V i .*> t* j p j Up -AJfc 


“And in their footsteps We sent Jesus son of Mary, confirming the 
Torah that had come before him, and We gave him the Injeel 
(Gospel), in which there was guidance and light and confirmation of 
the Torah that had come before it; a guidance and an admonition for 
the pious. ” r 

Of the things that the Torah and the Gospel contain is the good 
news about the Message of our Prophet Muhammad -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him. Allaah says, 


' Al-Maaidah °: i i 
’ Al-Maaidah °: i 1 
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“Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither 
read nor write (i.e. Muhammad) whom they find written with them in 
the Torah and the Gospel; he commands them unto all that is good 
and forbids them from all that is evil, he allows them as lawful all 
good things and prohibits them as unlawful repugnant things. He 
releases them from their heavy burdens and from the fetters that 
were upon them. ”' 

*. Az-Zaboor (The Psalms) 

It is the Book that Allaah revealed to Prophet Daawood (David). The 
Psalms that should be believed is the one revealed to Prophet 
Daawood and not the one adulterated by the Jews. Allaah says, 


dyj 


LujIc 




“And to David We gave the Zaboor (Psalms). 


®. The Scriptures of Prophet Ibraaheem (Abraham) and Moosaa 
(Moses) -may Allaah be pleased with them: 

They are the Scriptures, which Allaah gave to Ibraaheem (Abraham) 
and Moosaa (Moses) -peace be upon them. These Scriptures are 
presently missing and nothing of them is known except that which is 
mentioned in Qur’aan and Sunnah. Allaah says, 


' Al-A‘raaf V:^oV 
T An-Nisaa i:nr 
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“Or is not informed of what is in the Scripture of Moses, and of 
Abraham who fulfilled (or conveyed) or all that (Allaah ordered him 
to do or convey): That no burdened person (with sins) shall bear the 
burden (sins) of another; and that man can have nothing but he 
does (good or bad), and that his deeds will be seen, then he will be 
recompensed with full and best recompense. 

He also says, 


- J^^ll 1 J_LA <jl 


L 


_ , l -» - S r, - B S Ji.r,-* 

LjjJi si (jj yje ^J-i 



“Nay, you prefer the life of this world, although the Hereafter is 
better and more lasting. Verily, this is in the former Scriptures- the 
Scripture of Abraham and Moses.”' 


' An-Najm °r : n-n 
" Al-A‘laa AViSl-SH 
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THE FOURTH PILLAR: BELIEVE IN THE MESSENGERS 


'. Belief in the Messengers: 

It is one of the pillars without which the faith of man cannot be 
complete. 

Belief in the Messengers is to have a definite conviction that Allaah 
has Messengers whom He has chosen to convey His Messages to 
mankind. We must believe that whoever follows them will be guided 
and that whoever disobeys them will go astray. We must believe 
that they had clearly conveyed what was revealed to them; that they 
had fulfilled the trust, admonished their respective communities and 
striven in the Way of Allaah as it was due. The Messenger had also 
established the proof and they had not altered or concealed 
anything in that with which they were sent. We must as well believe 
in those, whose names Allaah has mentioned for us and those 
whose names He has not mentioned. We must believe that each 
Messenger gave good news about the coming of his successor and 
that each of them confirmed the Message of his predecessor. Allaah 
says, 


„ i , „ ' __ __ ( 


Ji Jjii tij uji JjjlUj Mj I3J ji } 

I i_j3 1 3 j 1 Ls j Jp j 


“Say: We believe in Allaah and that which has been sent down to 
us and that which has been sent down to Ibraaheem (Abraham), 
ismaa'eei (Ishmael), Ishaaq (Isaac), Ya'qoob (Jacob) and to the 
offspring (of the twelve sons of Jacob), and that which has been 
sent to Moosaa (Moses) and ‘Eesaa (Jesus), and that which has 
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been sent to the Prophets from their Lord. 1/1/e make no distinction 
between any of them, and to Him we have submitted in Islaam).”' 

So, whoever denies a Messenger has indeed denied his successor 
who confirmed his message. Equally, whoever disobeys a 
Messenger has indeed disobeyed the Allaah Who commanded that 
he should be obeyed. Allaah says, 




“Verily, those who disbelieve in Allaah and His Messengers and 
wish to make distinction between Allaah and His Messengers (by 
believing in Allaah and disbelieving in His Messengers) saying: We 
believe in some but reject others,’ and wish to adopt a way in 
between, such are in truth disbelievers. And We have prepared for 
the disbelievers a humiliating torment.”' 

'f. Essence of Prophethood: 

Prophethood is a link between the Creator and the creatures in 
conveying His Ordinance. It is a quality, which Allaah endows on 
whom He wills of His servants and for which He chooses whomever 
He wishes among His creatures. No one has the power to choose 
but Him. He says, 


' Al-Baqarah Y:in 
T An-Nisaa 
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“Allaah chooses Messengers from Angels and from men. Verily, 
Allaah is All-Hearer, All-Seer. 

Prophethood is a favour from Allaah and not attained through 
efforts. No amount of acts of obedience or worship can make one 
attain Prophethood, for it is only a favour from Allaah, the All-Mighty. 
He says, 



‘Allaah chooses for Himself whom He wills and guides unto Himself 
who turns to Him in repentance and obedience. ” r 

r . Reason for sending Messengers: 

The following are the reasons for sending Messengers -peace be 
upon them: 

One: To bring men out of the worship of their fellow men to the 
worship of Allaah, and to bring them out of servitude to fellow 
creatures to the freedom of worshipping the Lord of mankind. Allaah 
says, 



“And We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a mercy for all 
the worlds. ” r 


' Al-Hajj U:V 0 
T Ash-Shooraa £ X V 
r Al-Anbiyaa X 1 : 'i • V 
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Two: To acquaint mankind with the purpose of existence which is to 
worship Allaah and believe in His Oneness. This cannot be known 
except through the Messengers whom Allaah has chosen and 
favoured among His slaves. He says, 


“And verily, We have sent among every nation a Messenger 
(proclaiming to his people): ‘Worship Allaah (alone) and keep away 
from (worshipping) all false deities.”' 

Three: To establish proof for mankind through sending of 
Messengers. Allaah says, 


ST btfj ’ JijJT 


4i)I LLU O-J 3 j 


jSSl 




“Messengers (sent) as bearers of good news as well as warning in 
order that mankind should have no plea against Allaah after the 
(coming of) Messengers. And Allaah is Ever All-Powerful, All- 
Wise. ” 

Four: Explaining some unseen things which people cannot 
understand with their mere intelligence like the Names and 
Attributes of Allaah, knowing about Angels, the Last Day etc. 

Five: The Messengers are good models whom Allaah has made 
perfect by excellent morals and protected from ambiguous 
situations and lustful desires. Allaah says, 


' An-Nahl U:n 
T An-Nisaa 
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“They (the Messengers) are those whom Allaah had guided. So 
follow their guidance. 

He also says, 



“Certainly there has been in them an excellent example for you to 
follow. ” r 

Six: To reform and to purify the human souls, and to warn against 
what can pollute them. Allaah says, 




“He it is Who sent among unlettered ones a Messenger from 
among themselves, reciting unto them His verses, purifying them 
(from the filth of disbelief and polytheism), and teaching them the 
Book (the Qur’aan) and Al-Hikmah (the Sunn ah). ,r 
Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 


fiat } Laj]' 


“I am only sent to perfect the excellent characters .” 1 


' Al-An‘aam 1 -A • 
r Al-Mumtahanah 1 •: 1 
r Al-Jumu‘ah YY:Y 
' Ahmad and Al-Haakim 
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i. Duties of the Messengers -peace be upon them: 


Messengers had great duties among which were: 


a. To convey the law of Allaah and call people to the worship of 
Allaah alone. And to forbid them from worshipping others besides 
Him. Allaah says, 


■ / I 1 4 jkjl i 




“Those who convey the Message of Allaah and fear Him, and fear 
none save Allaah. And Sufficient is Allaah as a Reckoner."' 

b. To explain what is revealed of the religion. Allaah says, 

4 Cjji dfZo) yr )! Jjj !-« g-« LIU CfcAl ^0 ! 'dJji \j 

“And We have sent down unto you (O Muhammad) the Reminder, 
that you may explain to people what is sent down to them, and that 
they may give thought. ” T 

c. Guiding people to all good, warning them against all evil, giving 
them good tidings of reward and warning them against the torment. 
Allaah says, 


/ - • * s ' * 'i > 3 

“Messengers (sent) as bearers of good news as well as warners. 

d. Reforming people through good examples in words and deeds. 


' Al-Ahzaab VT:n 
T An-Nahl 11: ££ 
r An-Nisaa £:11° 
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'^e. Establishing the Law of Allaah among people and 

implementing it. 

f. The Messengers’ testimony against their peoples on the Day of 
Resurrection that they had clearly conveyed the Message to them. 
Allaah says, 




“How (will it be) then, when We bring from each nation a witness 
and We bring you (O Muhammad) as a witness against these 
people?”' 

®. Islaam is the religion of all Prophets: 

Islaam is the religion of all Prophets and Messengers. Allaah says, 

^ 4AjI uss- ^ • y ; jJ I o| ^ 


“Truly, the religion with Allaah is Islaam. ” 

All of them called to the worship of Allaah alone and forbade 
worshipping others besides Him. Their laws and rules may vary; but 
they were all unanimous on the same fundamental, which is 
Islaamic Monotheism. The Prophet -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- said, 

s» a^vr 

“Prophets are (like) children of the same father/ 


' An-Nisaa i:i\ 

’ Aal-Tmraan V: 11 

r Al-Bukhaaree. This Messenger of Allaah -blessings and peace of Allaah be upon 
him- likened the Prophets -peace be upon them- as regards the fundamentals of 
their messages and the differences in their practical laws to children who are born 
by different mothers to a single father. (Translator) 


PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com 






hjM'i 1 Olc^l OlTjf 


i. Messengers are humans who did not know the Unseen: 


Knowledge of the unseen belongs to Allaah. Messengers did not 
have this kind of knowledge; for they are humans like other human 
beings. They eat, drank, married, slept, got sick and toiled. Allaah 
says, 


^ . .T j qjiwo-i Qj >' ;.UlT ^ ^ g~i| LL,jl l_«j ^ 


“And l/l/e never sent before you (O Muhammad) any of the 
Messengers but verily they eat food and walked in the markets. 

He also says, 


^ ’ ,, , - , * > 


“And indeed, We sent Messengers before you (O Muhammad) and 
made for them wives and offspring. ” r 

They were also affected with what affect their fellow humans like 
sorrow, joy, strain and vigour. Allaah only selected them to convey 
His religion, so they knew nothing of the knowledge of unseen save 
what Allaah showed to them. Allaah says, 


s * y ^ ^ s ^ ^ ji 9 ^ Z'* ^^^ ^ 

j>4jli ^jA ij (jWj) lo^-l 4-4 _~jP S-~*-!l 
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“(He alone is) the All-Knower of the unseen, and He reveals to 
none His unseen, except to a Messenger (from mankind) whom He 


' Al-Furqaan Vo ; r . 
r Ar-Ra‘d ir : rA 


PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com 





<2x 

ha: 


Pillars of Eemaan 


ias chosen (He informs him of the unseen as much as He likes), 
and then He makes a band of watching guards (Angels) to march 
before him and behind him. 


v. Infallibility of the Messengers: 


Allaah -may He be glorified and exalted- appointed the best among 
His creatures and the most perfect morally and physically to convey 
His Message. He protected them against committing major sins and 
cleansed them from all imperfections so that they could carry 
Allaah’s Revelation to their peoples. The Messengers are therefore, 
infallible in all that they conveyed to their people from Allaah and in 
their deliverance of His Messages to them according to the 
consensus of the Muslim Ummah. Allaah says, 


jaZ/j C-JiL JL) o! 3 'Ab j ^ _HLJI jjj-’l I- 4 


^.uJl -i ^ 1 * j 4iilj 


“O Messenger! Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent down 
to you from your Lord. And if you do not, then you have not 
conveyed His Message. Allaah will protect you from men.” 1 

He also says, 






“Those who convey the Message of Allaah and fear Him, and fear 
none save Allaah. And Sufficient is Allaah as a Reckoner/ 

He says in another verse, 


' Al-Jinn VY:U-YV 
T Al-Maaidah 
T Al-Ahzaab TT:n 
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“Till He sees that they have conveyed the Messages of their Lord. 
And He surrounds all that which is with them and He accurately 
keeps count of all things.”' 

If any of the Messengers however, committed one of the minor 
things that did not affect the conveyance of his Message This would 
be explained to him and he would quickly return to Allaah in 
repentance and it would be as if he has not committed that thing. He 
would also attain by that, a position higher than his previous one. 
This is because; Allaah has distinguished His Prophets with perfect 
traits and good qualities and cleansed them from all that could 
undermine their estimations and positions. 

Number of the Prophets and Messengers and the best 
among them: 

It is authentically reported that the number of the Messengers is 
between three hundred and ten and three hundred and twenty. 
When Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- was asked of the number of the Messengers, he said, 

“Some three hundred and fifteen.” x 

The Prophets are more than that. Among them are those about 
whom Allaah told us in His Book and among them are those about 
whom He told us nothing. Allaah has mentioned in His Book some 
twenty-five Prophets and Messengers. He says, 


' Al-Jinn VY:YA 
T Al-Haakim. 
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“/And Messengers We have mentioned to you before and 
Messengers We have not mentioned to you.”' 

He also says, 
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“/And that was Our Proof which We gave to Abraham against his 
people. We raise whom We will in degrees. Certainly, your Lord is 
All-Wise, All-Knowing. And We bestowed upon him Ishaaq (Isaac) 
and Ya'qoob (Jacob), each of them We guided, and before him, We 
guided Nooh (Noah). And among his progeny Daawood (David), 
Sulaymaan (Solomon), Ayyoob (Job), Yoosuf (Joseph), Moosaa 
(Moses) and Aaron. Thus do We reward the good-doers. And 
Zakariyya (Zechariah) and Yahyaa (John) and ‘Eesaa (Jesus) and 
llyaas’ (Elias); each one of them was of the righteous. And 
Ismaa'eel (Ishmael) and llyasa’ (Elisha) and Yoonus (Jonah) and 
Loot (Lot); and each of them We preferred above the worlds (of their 


' An-Nisaa £:11i 
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time). And also of their fathers and their progeny and their brethren; 
We chose them and We guided them unto the Straight Path. 

Further, Allaah preferred some of the Prophets above others. It is in 
this respect that He says, 



‘And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above 
others. ” r 

He also preferred some of the Messengers above others. He says, 



“Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others." 

The best among them are the Messengers of firm will. They are: 
Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosa, ‘Eesaa and Muhammad, peace be upon 
them all. Allaah refers to them when He says, 



“Therefore, be patient (O Muhammad) as did the Messengers of 
strong will. 

He also says, 


' Al-An‘aam 1:Ar-AV 
’ Al-Israa W: o ° 
r Al-Baqarah Y:Yor 
1 Al-Ahqaaf £V\"o 
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“/And remember when We took from the Prophet their covenant, 
and from you (O Muhammad) and from Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosa 
and ‘Eesaa son of Mary. We took from them a strong covenant. 
Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon Min¬ 
is however the best of all Messengers, the seal of all Prophets and 
the leader of all pious servants. He is the leader of mankind and the 
chief of all Prophets and their spokesman when they stand as a 
delegation. Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- is the owner of the Praiseworthy Stand ( Al-Maqaam Al- 
Mahmood) on which the former and latter generations shall envy 
him. He is the bearer of the Banner of Praise, the owner of the 
visited Lake-Fount ( Al-Hawdh ), the intercessor on behalf of all 
creatures on the Day of Resurrection and the owner of the 
intercession and virtue. Allaah sent him with the best ordainments of 
His religion, made his nation the best of all nations ever raised up 
for mankind and distinguished him and his nation with virtues and 
good qualities that made them clearly distinct from those who were 
before them. They are therefore, the last nation to be created and 
the first to be raised up on the Day of Reckoning. 

Prophet Muhammad -may blessmgs and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

jc. 

“I was preferred above other Prophets with six things.”' 

He also said, 


' Al-Ahzaab YT:V 
T Muslim 
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“I am the leader of mankind on the Day of Resurrection and in my 
hand will be the banner of praise. I say this without boasting. All 
Prophets, including Adam and those who were after him will stand 
under my banner on the Day of Resurrection.”' 

The one who is next to Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- in virtue among other Prophets is 
Ibraaheem the friend of Allaah. The two friends of Allaah 
(Muhammad and Ibraaheem) are the best of the Messengers of 
strong will, followed by the remaining three. 

V Signs of the Prophets (Miracles): 

Allaah supported His Messengers with great signs and dazzling 
miracles as proofs and necessary things like the noble Qur’aan, the 
splitting of the moon, turning of the rod into a snake, creating a bird 
from clay etc. 

Extraordinary miracle is a sign of a true Prophethood, and the 
miracles performed at the hand of a sincere servant of Allaah are a 
sign of his true Prophethood. Allaah says, 



“Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs.” 
The Messenger of Allaah M said, 

ji j ^ d jUvi (j-a ji v] (j-o 



' Ahmad and At-Tirmidhee 
r Al-Hadeed °V:Yo 
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'"u'here was not a Prophet except that he had been given signs 

through the like of which mankind had believed. But what I was 
given is a Revelation which Allaah revealed to me and I hope to be 
the greatest in followers among the Prophets in the Day of 
Resurrection.”' 

' •. Belief in the Prophethood of Muhammad -may blessings 
and peace of Allaah be upon him: 

Belief in the Prophethood of Muhammad -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- is a foundation of Faith and no faith 
can be valid without it. Allaah says, 



“And whosoever does not believe in Allaah and His Messenger, 
then verily, We have prepared for the disbelievers a blazing Fire. ” r 
The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- himself said, 

“I am commanded to wage war against people until they testify that 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allaah and that I am the 
Messenger of Allaah.” r 

Belief in the Messenger of Allaah cannot however, be complete 
except through things among which are: 

One: Knowing our Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him. He is Muhammad son of Abdullaah 
son of Abdul-muttalib son of Haashim. Haashim is of the tribe of 
Quraysh and Quraysh is an Arab tribe and the Arabs are 


Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim 
T Al-Fath 
r Muslim 
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descendants of Ismaa'eel son of Ibraaheem, may peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon both of them as well as upon our 
Prophet. He lived for sixty-three years; forty before he was 
commissioned as a Prophet and twenty-three as Prophet and 
Messenger. 

Two: To believe him in all that he said, to obey all that he 
commands, to keep away from all that he forbids and not to worship 
Allaah but only through what he ordains. 

Three: To believe that he is the Messenger of Allaah to all mankind 
and jinn. All of them must inevitably follow him. Allaah says, 



“Say (O Muhammad): O mankind! Verily I am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allaah.”' 

Four: To believe in his Message and to believe that he is the best of 
all Prophets and the last of them. Allaah says, 



“He (Muhammad) is the Messenger of Allaah and the last of the 
Prophets. 

He must also believe that, Muhammad -may blessings and peace 
of Allaah be upon him- is the friend of Allaah. He is the leader of 
mankind and the owner of the greatest intercession. This 
intercession is based on Al-Waseelah r ’, which is the highest degree 


' Al-a ‘raaf VOoA 
T Al-Ahzaab YT: t • 

v Al-Waseelah is the means of attaining closeness to Allaah. (Translator) 
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' of Paradise. He is the owner of the visited Lake-Fount and his 
nation is the best of all nations. Allaah says, 



“You (real followers of Muhammad) are the best of peoples ever 
raised up for mankind. 

His followers are the majority of the dwellers of Paradise and his 
Message abrogated all past Messages. 

Five: Allaah supported him with the greatest miracle and the most 
manifest sign: the Glorious Qur’aan which is the Word of Allaah, 
protected from alterations and adulterations. Allaah says, 




“Say: If the mankind and the jinn were together to produce the like 
of this Qur’aan, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they 
helped one another. ” 1 

He also says, 



“Verily, it is l/l/e Who have sent down the Reminder (the Qur’aan) 
and surely, We will guard it. ” r 

Six: To believe that the Messenger -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- had conveyed the Message, discharged the 


' Aal ‘Imraan fin. 
T Al-Israa W:AA 
T Al-Hijr 
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trust and sincerely admonished the Ummah. We must also believe 
that there was no good which he has not guided his Ummah to and 
encouraged them to seek; and that there was no evil which He has 
not prohibited his Ummah from and warned them against. Allaah 
says, 






“Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger (Muhammad) from 
amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive any 
injury or difficulty. He is anxious over you (to be rightly guided and 
repent to Allaah in order that you may enter Paradise and be saved 
from Hell); he is for the believers, full of pity, kind and merciful. 
Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 



“There was no Prophet whom Allaah sent to any nation before me 
but he was obliged to guide his people to all that he knew to be 
good for them and warn them against all that he knew to be harmful 
to them.” x 

Seven: To love him more than oneself and all creatures; to pay 
tribute to him, revere him, honour him, respect him and obey him. 

These are some of his rights which Allaah commands in His Book 
that he should be accorded; for loving him indicates loving Allaah 
and obeying him indicates obeying Allaah. Allaah said, 


' At-Tawbah HAVA 
' Muslim 
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“Say (O Muhammad to mankind): If you (really) love Allaah then 
follow me Allaah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allaah 
is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 


“None of you really believes until I am dearer to him than his 
children, his parents and all people.”" 


Eight: Frequently invoking Allaah to show him blessings and peace; 
for the miserly is the one in whose presence the Prophet’s name 
was mentioned but could not invoke Allaah’s blessing on him. 
Allaah says, 


i j d-JLp i^Ly^ i e. ^ ■ j jU]I L^-llj , g-J I Qj 1 A j 4jkjl 


‘Allaah sends His Blessings and Mercy on the Prophet and also His 
Angels (ask Allaah to bless and forgive him). O you who believe! 
Ask Allaah to bless him and greet him with the Islaamic way of 
greeting. ” r 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

Lg_i 4_ilc. idl! (j-o" 


' Aal ‘Imraan V:V1 
' Al-Bukliaaree and Muslim 
T Al-Ahzaab VT:°1 
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“Whoever invokes Allaah’s blessings and mercy on me once, Allaah 
will bless him with that ten times.”' 


Invoking blessings on him becomes more emphasized in some 
situations like during Tashahhud in prayers, in the Qunoot and 
funeral prayers, in the Jumu’ah sermon, after the Aadhaan , upon 
entering and exiting the mosque, during supplications and when the 
Prophet’s name is mentioned and on other occasions. 

Nine: That the Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- and other Prophets are all living with their 
Lord, a perfect barzakhiyyah T life that is higher than that of the 
martyrs but different from their earthly life. It is a life whose essence 
we do not actually know and which does not remove from them the 
term: death. The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace 
of Allaah be upon him- said, 

.%LuiSi! juJ jsb (j! yJc. ill (jP 

“Indeed, Allaah has forbidden the earth from eating the bodies of 
the Prophets.” r 

He also said, 

_ ^ v “f i 4-Jc. n p / - it*, vi , _ it*, pi."' p i ■ " e q 

“No Muslim salutes me but that Allaah restores my soul so that I 
could return his salutation.’” 

Ten: It is an act of respect for the Prophet -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- not to raise up the voice in his 


' Muslim 

’ Al-Hayaah AI-Barzakhiyyah is a special life that starts immediately after death 
and ends at Resurrection. (Translator) 
r Aboo Daawood and An-Nasaaee 
! Aboo Daawood. 
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Dresence during his lifetime and when one is sending one’s 
greetings to him beside his grave. Allaah says, 

JjjJL) ja] hi} tjni I '3* 3 y ^ i t^Ai> 

4 Cfj! OV*-^ hi ^jij -talk- 0l j-g^" 


“O you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the 
Prophet nor speak aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to one 
another, lest your deeds should be rendered fruitless while you 
perceive not. 

The physical body of the Prophet -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- is pure after his death as it was pure during his 
life. We must respect and honour him as the first generation of 
Muslims -may Allaah be pleased with them- had done. For they are 
the best in obedience to him and the farthest from disobeying him 
and innovating in the religion of Allaah what is not of it. 

Eleven: We should love his companions, wives and members of his 
household. We should be friendly to them; and to beware of 
degrading them, insulting them or speaking evil of them. For Allah is 
pleased with them. He has selected them to be the companions of 
His Prophet -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- and 
has made it obligatory on this Ummah to love and be friendly to 
them. Allaah says, 




' Al-Hujuraat tlA 
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“And the foremost to embrace Islaam of the migrants and the 
Ansaar and also those who follow them exactly (in faith). Allaah is 
well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased with Him. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 


Vj Co Ui ^ - s~' 'juai V" 


“Do not speak ill of my companions. By Him in Whose Hand is my 
soul! If anyone of you spends in the cause of Allaah gold that is as 
huge as the mountain of Uhud he cannot reach a mudd' of anyone 
among them or even a half of that.” v 


Allaah also commended those who came after them to seek 
forgiveness for them and ask Him not to put spite in their hearts 
against them. Allaah says, 


tj J 0 . . ^ • v'. jj I Lj 'jS- Sj lU ! b_JJ - • _ )jJ jjij J_JU j S \t> ^ ■ v'. jj Ij 

4 ijSj) *5*3 d-bl TIjj \y-e\l d 


“And those who came after them say: ‘Our Lord! Forgive us and our 
brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and put not in our hearts 
any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are 
indeed Full of kindness, Most Merciful .” 1 

Twelve: To abstain from exaggeration in his praise; for that is 
tantamount to harming him. The Messenger of Allaah -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- has warned his 
Ummah against exaggeration in praising him. He also warned 


' At-Tawbah 11 
r A dry measure 
Al-Bukhaaree 
: Al-Hashr ° 11 • 
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against deeming him above the rank, which Allaah has given to 
him, and raising him to a position, which is a sole right of his Lord. 
He said, 

U ^ V -lac. i-lac- Ul Lajj” 

“I am only a slave (of Allaah). So, say: the slave of Allaah and His 
Messenger. I do not love that you should raise me above my rank.” 

He also said, 

“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians do with (Jesus), 
son of Mary.” 

It is also not permissible to supplicate to him, to ask him for aid, to 
circumambulate round his grave or to vow and slaughter in his 
name. All these are tantamount to associating partners with Allaah 
while Allaah has forbidden that any act of worship should be 
directed to any besides Him. 

Conversely, lack of giving him his due respect and honour that is 
tantamount to degrading, scorning or deriding him is apostasy from 
Islaam and disbelief in Allaah. Allaah says, 


J-3U ^yaS"" JJ5 Ijj J_t 


-•'V'vr— - 


“Say: Was it at Allaah and His Verses and His Messenger that you 
were mocking? Make no excuse; you disbelieved after you had 
believed. ” r 

The true love for the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- is therefore, the one that spurs a 
Muslim to follow his guidance, abide by his Sunnah and refrain from 
all that contradicts his way. Allaah says, 


' Al-Bukhaaree 
T At-Tawbah lilo-ll 
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“Say fO Muhammad to mankind): If you (truly) love Allaah, then 
follow me, Allaah will love you and forgive you your sins. Allaah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

It is therefore obligatory not to be exaggerating or negligent in 
extolling the Messenger of Allaah. He should not be given any 
attribute of Godhood nor should his due love and respect be 
diminished for these are some manifestations of abiding by his law, 
following his guidance and emulating him. 

Thirteen: Having faith in the Prophet -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- cannot be complete without believing in his 
trustworthiness and act in accordance with that which he has 
brought. This is the meaning of following exactly his way. For 
obedience to him means obedience to Allaah and disobedience to 
him means disobedience to Allaah. Therefore, having belief in him 
can only be accomplished through exactly following his path. 


' Aal ‘Imraan V:n 
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THE FIFTH PIFFAR: BEFIEF IN THE EAST DAY 


'. Belief in the Last Day: 

It is to believe in the end of the life of this world and entering, after 
that, into another life. This new life starts with death in this world 
and passes by the barzakhiyyah life, the Final Hour, the 
Resurrection, the Gathering and the Recompense and ends with 
admittance to the Paradise or Hell. 

Belief in the Last Day is one of the pillars of Faith without which the 
faith of man cannot be complete. Whoever denies it has 
disbelieved. Allaah says, 



“Piety is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allaah and the Last 
Day. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, as was reported in the hadeeth about angel Gabriel 
when he asked him, “Then tell me about the Faith.” He answered, 



“You should believe in Allaah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers and the Last Day. You should also believe in the pre¬ 
decree, its good and bad.”' 

It is also obligatory to believe in the precursors of the Last Day; that 
the Prophet -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- has 
informed us of the Signs of the Hour. The scholars has categorized 
these signs into two: 


' Al-Baqarah V: wv 
’ Muslim 
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a. Minor signs : they are those signs that indicate the nearness of 
the Hour and they are very many. Many if not most of them have 
actually happened. Among them are: 

Mission of Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah 
be upon him-, loss of trust, decoration of the mosques and boasting 
with that, erection of high-rising buildings by the shepherds, fighting 
the Jews and killing them, closeness of times to each other, 
reduction in deeds, advent of crises, much killings and the spread of 
adultery and immoralities. Allaah says, 



“The Hour has come near and the moon has been cleft asunder. 

b. Major Signs . These are the signs that will appear immediately 
before the Hour and about the appearance of which mankind are 
warned. They are ten signs and none of them has appeared. 

Some of them are: The appearance of A\-Mahdee, the appearance 
of Ad-Dajjaal (the Anti-Christ) and coming down of Jesus from the 
heaven as a just judge. When Jesus will come, he will break all 
crosses, kill the Dajjaal and the pigs, impose Jizyah' and judge with 
the law of Islaam. The Gog and Magog will also appear and Jesus 
will invoke Allaah against them and they will die. There will also be 
three eclipses of the sun or the moon: one in the east, one in the 
west and one in the Arabian Peninsula. There will also be the 
Smoke; it is a great smoke that will come from the heaven and 
cover all the mankind. The Qur’aan will be removed from the earth 
and raised up to the heaven. The sun will rise from the west. There 
will be appearance of a beast. A great fire will come Eden that will 
force people to the land of Syria. This will be the final of the great 
signs. 


' Al-Qamar 

Legal tax paid by the Jews and Christians living in a Muslim land. (Translator) 
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luslim reported on the authority of Hudhayfah bin Usayd Al- 
Ghifaaree who said, 


^ ‘i-fc .'(JUS .4-C.lxaJI [\ j]l_3 L-o " [ 2§t 

(JU -0 ^.tiAuLU ^_C1 jLjI ^jxLc. \ g 1 _5^H 
v. q>>i -\j CL—i^i-alLj v. Qxi.) -s j i l A j j*Lj ^.^jc. 

Jl jj^Ull J ^S- 1 .^*-^ 

“The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah 
be upon him- emerged while we were discoursing. He said, “What 
are you discoursing about?” They said, “We were discoursing about 
the Hour.” He then said, “It will not come until you see before it ten 
signs.” He then mentioned: “the Smoke, the Dajjaal, the Beast, 
sunrise from the west, descend of Jesus son of Mary, the Gog, 
three eclipses: one in the east, one in the west and one in the 
Arabian Peninsula and the last of the signs is the a fire that will 
come from Yemen and force people their place of gathering (for the 
Final Hour).”' 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- also said, 

^ lljjLli (J-ajVt ^ J ' '» auI 4 4 ■ ■ ; ^ii ^^9 

."Li^ J iLijLaj jl itx jjllixj iA-l^uLall jj .iSjj 

“The Mahdee will come at the end of my nation. Allaah will bless 
him with abundant rain and he will cause the earth to bring out its 
plants. He will give abundant wealth. The livestock will be plenty 
and the Muslim Ummah shall be in glory. He shall live for seven or 
eight years.”' 

It has been said that these signs will come in succession like pearls 
in its order. When one of them appears another will follow, and 
when they have all appeared, the Hour is come by the will of Allaah. 


' Muslim 
T Al-Haakim 
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What is meant by the Hour is the Day in which men will come out of 
their graves by the command of their Lord to call them to reckoning. 
The good doer among them will be rewarded and the evildoer will 
be punished accordingly. Allaah says, 


GP o yHRy. s—* a - 


(j! 1 
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“The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly as racing to 
a goal. 

This Day is named with more than one name in the Qur’aan. Among 
its names are: Day of Resurrection, the striking Hour, Day of 
Reckoning, Day of Recompense, the Catastrophe, the Event, the 
Inevitable, Day of blowing of the Trumpet, the Overwhelming, 
among other names. 

Day of Resurrection: Allaah says, 

, ~ , a 

4 0 5-^-4-aJ I yye ji-^l ‘if 4 


“I swear by the Day of Resurrection. 
The striking Hour: Allaah says, 


4 



“The striking (Hour). What is the striking (Hour)?” r 


The Day of Reckoning: Allaah says, 
4 Lw'^L l (_y. L»j u_j —j—. l 




' Al-Ma‘aarij V.:£t 
T Al-Qiyaamah Vo : 1 
r Al-Qaari‘ah 
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"Verily those who wander astray from the path of Allaah shall 
have a severe torment because they forgot the Day of Reckoning. 

The Day of Recompense: Allaah says, 



“And verily, the sinners will be in the blazing Fire. Therein they will 
enter and taste its burning flame on the Day of Recompense. ” r 

The Catastrophe: Allaah says, 



“But when there comes the greatest Catastrophe. ,r 
The Event: Allaah says, 



“When the Event befalls.’” 
The Inevitable: Allaah says 



“The Inevitable. What is the Inevitable?’ e 
The blowing of the Trumpet: Allaah says, 


' Saad V A: Y1 
’ Al-Infitaar A Y: U - \ ° 
r An-Naazi‘aat V^:Y£ 

' Al-Waaqi‘ah °1: > 
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“Then when there comes As-Saakhkhah (the second blowing of the 
Trumpet on the Day of Resurrection).”' 

The Overwhelming: Allaah says, 


cji> ^J_a 


“Has there come to you the narration of the Overwhelming ?’ 11 

r. How to believe in the Last Day: 

Belief in the Last Day can be in general and detailed forms: 

As for the general form: It is to believe that there is a day in which 
Allaah will gather the past and latter generations and then 
recompense each of them according to his deeds. A group of these 
generations will go to Paradise and a group will go to Hell. Allaah 
says, 


^ ^ , ' t?'* - di- * 

; dl fJ 1 ** (yi (j! OiyrNIj o4j^I Jj. jj IJj 


“Say (O Muhammad): Verily, those of old and those of later times; 
all will surely be gathered together for appointed meeting of known 
Day. ” r 

As for detailed belief, it is to believe in the details of all that will be 
after death and this includes: 


' ‘Abasa A.:YT 
T Al-Ghaashiyah AA:^ 
r Al-Waaqi‘ah °1: i S-o . 
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ne: The trial of the grave 


This is the question, which the dead will be asked after burial. He 
will be asked about his Lord, his religion and his Prophet 
Muhammad. On that occasion, Allaah will strengthen those who 
believed with the firm word as it is reported in the hadeeth that a 
believer will answer: 


‘ 

“Allaah is my Lord, my religion is Islaam and Muhammad -may 
blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- is my Prophet.”' 

It is therefore obligatory to believe in the all that hadeeths indicate of 
the question of the two Angel s, how the question will be, and to 
believe in the answer of the believer and that of the hypocrite. 

Two: the torment and the bliss of the grave 

One must believe in the torment and the bliss of the grave. One 
must believe that the grave is either one of the pits of Hell or one of 
the gardens of Paradise and that it is the first station of the 
Hereafter. Whoever is saved there, will find whatever is after that 
easier for him and whoever is not saved from its torment will find 
whatever is after that more difficult. So whoever has died, his 
Resurrection has begun. 

The bliss and torment of the grave shall affect both the soul and 
body. However, this shall sometimes, affect the soul alone. The 
torment of the grave shall be for the wrong doers and its bliss shall 
be for the truthful believers. 

The dead will either be tormented in the period between his death 
and resurrection or endowed with bliss regardless of whether he 
was buried or not. If he was burnt to death, drowned or eaten by 
carnivorous beasts or birds, he shall inevitably attain that torment or 
bliss. Allaah says, 


Al-Bukhaaree 
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“They shall be exposed to the Fire, morning and afternoon. And on 
the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the 
Angels): ‘Cause Pharaoh people to enter the severest torment. 

The Messenger of Allaah said -may blessings and peace of Allaah 
be upon him, 


.L-lljlC. (j-a CjjC.^1 IV V jis' 


“Had not been for the fear that you will die in quick succession and 
bury one another, I would have asked Allaah to let you hear some of 
the torment of the grave.”' 

Three: Blowing of the Trumpet 

The Trumpet is a horn, which Angel Israafeel will blow. When he 
blows the first blowing, all creatures will die except those whom 
Allaah wills. He will then blow the second blowing and all that Allaah 
has created from the beginning of this world to the Final Hour shall 
rise up. Allaah says, 




“And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and 
the earth will swoon away, except him whom Allaah wills. Then it 
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will be blown a second time, and behold, they will be standing 
looking on (waiting).”' 

The Prophet -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- 
said, 


JyL VI ^ ; V ^ iLjj] 1 VI ^ a 1 Vli ^aj" 

^LlS ^ lila Aj3 £LiL ^aJ 4 (_)ajLiil '■ - ■' ^ I 4_Lo ' " ' '"A tjlall AjlS I jlaa 


“Then the Trumpet will be blown, and no one will hear it but he 
stretches and raise up his neck to listen; then there will be no one 
who has not swooned away. Allaah will then send down a rain like 
drizzle and the bodies of men shall grow up from it (like plants). 
Then the Trumpet will be blown for the second time and the people 
will be standing there looking on.” r 


Four: the Resurrection 


It is a process of raising the dead after the blowing of the second 
Trumpet. They will then stand for the Lord of the worlds. When 
Allaah will permit that the Trumpet should be blown, the souls shall 
be returned to their bodies. Then men will stand up from their 
graves and quickly march to the Standing Point shoeless, naked, 
and uncircumcised; with absolutely nothing with them. The standing 
will be long and the sun will be brought closer to them. The horror of 
the standing will be so severe that they will be harnessed by their 
sweat. Some will be drowned in the sweat up to his ankles, some up 
to his knees, some up to his breasts, some up to his shoulders and 
some will be completely harnessed by the sweat. All this will be 
according to one’s deeds. 

Resurrection is a truth, which is supported by the Qur’aan and 
Sunnah, as well as by the sense and the reason. 

There are many verses in the Book of Allaah and many authentic 
hadeeths that support its reality. Allaah says, 
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"Say: Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected. 
He also says, 


^ 1 >- (JjI til J-j L tS 


"As We began the first creation We shall repeat it." 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 


i^x V] .1-^.1 ^ ^3J Lid Li,* V] AjlxixjiI ^tAi} ( »J M 


( a-A lili A_i3 ^tAi} JlLoL^i v." n’n^ _ ciLuj _ ji 


<jl£ <Jdll 
".ujjUij 


“Then the Trumpet will be blown, and no one will hear it but he 
stretches and raises up his neck to listen; then there will be no one 
who has not swooned away. Allaah will then send down a rain like 
drizzle and the bodies of men shall grow up from it (like plants). 
Then the Trumpet will be blown for the second time and the people 
will be standing there looking on.” v 


Allaah also says, 

j* ^ 9 * 

’J3 (J§J) ^3 « 'k; H ^ JU j4_ali~ NU* bJ 0/v=3 ^ 

, . ” *y, , £ ,«• 

4 < 3 ^ 3 5 j-a I La Lcio I Jy 1 
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“He (man) says: ‘Who will give life to these bones after they are 
rotten and have become dust?’ Say (O Muhammad): ‘He will give 
life to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All- 
knower of every creation. 

As for sense, Allaah has shown to His slaves, revival of the dead in 
this world. There are five examples of this in Sooratul-Baqarah 
alone: the people of Moosa whom Allaah revived after their death; 
the one killed among the children of Israel; the group that fled their 
homes out of fear of death; the one who passed by a town and the 
bird of Prophet Ibraaheem. 

As for the reason, it supports the Resurrection in two ways: 

a. That Allaah is the Originator of the heavens and the earth and 
all that is in them. Therefore, the One Who is Capable of originating 
a creation cannot be incapable of repeating it. 

b. That when the earth is dead, still and lifeless, Allaah then 
sends rain unto it and it becomes green, full of life and brings 
forth blossoming plants in pairs. 

Five: the Gathering, the Reckoning and the Recompense 

We must believe in the gathering of the creatures, calling them to 
account, establishing justice among them and recompensing them 
on their deeds. Allaah says, 



“We shall gather them all together so as to leave not one of them 
behind. 

He also says, 


' Yaaseen VWA-Vl 
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“Then as for him who will be given his record in his right hand, he 
will say: ‘Here! Read my record! Surely I did believe that I shall meet 
my account!’ So he shall be in a life well-pleasing. 

He also says, 


_ , 9 i < 9 x ^ I / _,ji J 1 -• ji ^ I , ^ 

> ~ l* j^i yi * ~ ijuji j«J dn -aJ jjjl ^h 1 


“But as for him who will be given his record in his left hand, he will 
say: 7 wish that I had not been given my record! And that I had 
never known how my account is!’” 

The Gathering means leading men and gathering them together 
unto the Standing for their reckoning. The difference between that 
and Resurrection is that Resurrection is to give back life to dead 
bodies and the Gathering is to lead them and bring them together 
unto the Standing. 

The Reckoning and Recompense is a situation where Allaah 
makes His slaves stand before Him and He shows them their 
deeds, which they have done. The reckoning of the pious believers 
shall be by showing their misdeeds to them so that they will know 
the favour of Allaah upon them by concealing those misdeeds for 
them in the world and His forgiveness for them in the Hereafter. 
They will be gathered according to their belief. The Angels will 
welcome them, give them good tidings of Paradise and assure them 
against the fright and horror of that difficult Day. Their faces will then 
be bright, laughing and rejoicing. 


' Al-Haaqqah H11 
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As for those who disbelieved and turned away from the truth, 
they will be subjected to a severe and subtle reckoning on every 
major and minor sins and they shall be dragged on their faces on 
the Day of Resurrection to disgrace them as a recompense for what 
their hands has wrought and for their denying the truth. 

The first to be called to reckon on the Day of Resurrection is the 
Ummah of our Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- among whom will be seventy thousand who 
will enter Paradise without reckoning or torment because of their 
perfect belief in Islaamic Monotheism. They are the ones described 
by the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah 
be upon him- when he said, 

".(jjAA LS-k-J Vj ‘(jjjAi Vj ‘(jj3 i V" 

“They do not use incantations or cauterize or believe in the omens. 
They only rely on their Lord.” Among them is that great companion 
‘Ukaashah bin Mihsan. 

The first to be accounted for among the rights of Allaah is the 
prayers and the first matter to be settled of the rights of people is 
blood rights. 

Six: The Lake-Fount 

We must believe in the existence of the Prophet’s Pool. It is a great 
and noble Pool whose source is of the drink of Paradise from the 
Kawthar River. It will be in the courtyard of the Day of Resurrection. 
The believers among the Ummah of Muhammad -may blessings 
and peace of Allaah be upon him- shall drink thereof. 

Among its characteristics is that it is whiter than milk, colder than 
snow, sweeter than honey. Its fragrance is more pleasant than 
musk. It is very expansive. Its width and breadth are the same; 
every corner of it is as long as the journey of a month. It has two 
drains whose source is from the Paradise. Its drinking vessels are 
as many as the stars of the sky; whoever has a drink thereof shall 
never feel thirsty again. 
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The Prophet ^blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- said, 

tC-LajoLlI aJ.>L>-° i. 1-Jal (j-a OjLo 4^>£_Ju o^Lula 

".hJ 1 .A^aJ 4_la C_J^yu: 


“My Lake-Fount is as wide as the journey of a month, its water is 
whiter than milk, its fragrance more pleasant than musk and its 
drinking vessels are as many as the stars of the sky. Whoever 
drinks thereof shall never feel thirsty again.”' 


Seven: the Intercession 

When the calamity becomes severe on people in the great Stand of 
that Day and their waiting seems unending, they will make efforts to 
find one who will intercede with Allaah on their behalf, so that they 
can be saved from the sorrows and horror of the Stand. All 
Messengers of Strong Will will ask to be excused from intercession 
until the turn will come to the final of all Messengers Muhammad - 
may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- whom Allaah 
has forgiven for him all his past and future sins. He will then stand at 
a station in which the first and the last generations of mankind shall 
praise him and in which his great rank and high degree will 
manifest. He will prostrate under the Throne of Allaah and Allaah 
will teach him how to praise Him and glorify Him. He will then ask 
for the permission of His Lord to intercede on behalf of all creatures 
so that Allaah can deliver His judgment among them after they have 
been afflicted with unbearable sorrow and distress. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 


L ~i £_Lj LS~^ ^J-J (j| H 

A -Y-kL (jAJ J -a-k.a \ ^ ^ \ 

"K (JaI LalLo Aax }) AIqjjS 4e_lLJI 


' Al-Bukhaaree 


PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com 





MJ_Pillars of Eemaan_ 

“The sun will come closer on the Day of Resurrection (and the 
heat will be so severe) that the sweat of men shall reach the halves 
of their ears. They will then go to Adam (to intercede with Allaah on 
their behalf in order to have the suffering alleviated); they will go to 
Ibraaheem, then Moosa, then ‘Eesaa and finally to Muhammad - 
peace be on them all. Muhammad -peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him- will then intercede on behalf of the creatures so that 
the judgment will be made between them. He will then march on 
until he takes hold of the door ring. Allaah will then raise him up to 
the Praiseworthy Station where all people of the Gathering shall be 
praising him.”' 

Allaah particularly gives this greatest Intercession to the Prophet - 
peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him. He, however, has other 
intercessions, which are: 


'.His intercession on behalf of the people of Paradise so that they 
will be permitted to enter it. A proof of this is his saying, 

V dL (JjSjS (Jjijls (Jla 'j J' (JjSja 4 jqU 4 1' ,_ilj ^ji" 

".alLa juai 

“I will come to the Gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection and 
I will ask that it be opened and the Gate-Keeper will say: ‘Who are 
you?’ and I will say: ‘Muhammad’, he will then say: ‘I am 
commanded that I should not open it for anyone before you.” Y 
T His intercession on behalf of a group whose good deeds and evil 
ones are equal. He will intercede on their behalf and they will be 
allowed to enter Paradise. Some of the scholars hold this view but 
there is no authentic hadeeth from the Prophet -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him- or others to support this. 
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T His intercession on behalf of some people who deserve to enter 
Fire so that they will be spared. The proof of this is the generality of 
his saying, 


".^1 ,> jjLSlI 


“My intercession is for the perpetrators of major sins among my 
Ummah 


v. His intercession on behalf of the people of Paradise to raise 
their degrees. The proof for this is his saying, 

^9 

“O Allaah! Forgive Aboo Salamah and raise his degree among the 
guided ones.”' 

His intercession on behalf of a people who will enter Paradise 
without reckoning or torment. The proof for that is the hadeeth 
narrated by ‘Ukaashah about the seventy thousand who will enter 
Paradise without reckoning or torment. The Prophet -may blessings 
and peace of Allaah be upon him- supplicate for ‘Ukaashah to be 
one of them by saying, 

“O Allaah! Let him be among them.” v 

V His intercession for some members of his Ummah who committed 
major sins and as a result made to enter Fire. The Messenger of 
Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- will 
intercede on their behalf, so that they will be taken out of the Fire. 
The proof for this is his saying, 
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“My intercession is for the perpetrators of major sins among my 
Ummah."' 

And His saying, 



“Some people will be brought out of Fire through the intercession of 
Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- and 
they will be made to enter the Paradise. These will be called 
Jahannamiyyoon 

v. His intercession that the punishment should be lightened for 
those who deserve that, like his intercession on behalf of his uncle 
Aboo Taalib. The proof for this is his saying, 



“It may be that my intercession will avail him on the Day of 
Resurrection where he will be put in a shallow of Fire that will reach 
only his ankles and that will boil his brain.” v 

Intercession cannot be valid before Allaah except by two conditions: 

a. Allaah’s pleasure with the intercessor and the one on whose 
behalf the intercession is made. 

b. Allaah’s permission for the intercessor to intercede. Allaah says, 



“And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is 
pleased. 
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He also says 



“Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission?” r 

Eight: the Balance 

The Balance is a truth that must be believed. It is what Allaah will 
establish on the Day of Resurrection to weigh the deeds of men and 
in order to recompense them on their deeds. It is real balance that 
has the two dishes and the two edges. It will be used to weigh the 
deeds or sheets of deeds or the doer of the deeds himself. All shall 
be weighed and the heaviness and lightness shall be based on the 
deed itself not on the doer or his sheet of deeds. Allaah says, 



JUL 



“And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if 
there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
Sufficient are We to take account. ” r 

He also says, 


' Al-Anbiyaa Y Y :Y A 
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“And the weighing on that Day will be the true. So as for those 
whose scale (of good deeds) will be heavy, they will be the 
successful. And as for those whose scale will be light, they are 
those who will lose their own selves (by entering Hell) because they 
denied and rejected Our Verses. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

“Cleanliness is half of Faith and the word Alhamdu lillaah’M up the 
scale.” T 


He also said, 


. y jfh 3 4_i3 j jj jla ‘LoUslI ? ^ ■ jajj 11 


“The Balance will be laid down on the Day of Resurrection; 
and if the heavens are be weighed on it. It will be spacious 
enough to accommodate it.” r 


Nine: As-Siraat (The Bridge) 

We must also believe in the Siraat. It is a bridge that will be laid 
across Hell-fire; it is a frightening and scaring passageway. People 
will pass across it on their way to Paradise; some will pass across 
as quickly as a twinkle of an eye; some as a lightning; some as a 
wind; some as a bird; some as fast horses; some will pass across it 


' Al-A‘raaf V:A-1 
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walking fast and some will be dragged across it. People will pass 
across it according to their deeds until he will pass it, one whose 
light will be as little as the size of the thumb of his feet. There will 
also be those who will be seized and cast into Fire. Whoever 
passes the Siraat successfully will enter Paradise. 


The first man to pass across the Siraat will be our Prophet 
Muhammad -peace and blessings of Allaah be on him- followed by 
his Ummah. No one shall speak on that Day save the Messengers - 
peace be upon them. Their call on that Day shall be, ‘Allahumma 
sallim sallim!’ (O Allaah! Save, save!). There will be in the Hell 
hooks lying on both edges of the Siraat that will seize whomsoever 
Allaah wishes of His creatures. 


Some of its descriptions: 

It is sharper than a sword and thinner than a hair, and it is slippery. 
No feet will stay firm on it except that of the one whom Allaah 
makes to stand firm. It will be erected in darkness. The trust and 
bond of kinship will be sent and they will stand on the edges of the 
Siraat to testify in favour or against whoever kept them or neglected 
them. Allaah says about the Siraat, 


Ijjijl (jSji 1 l - h ° * viJjj o IS^ L*JjIj N| o!3 


i 


iiaJ I j JJj 


“There is no one of you but will pass over it (Hell): this is with your 
Lord a Decree which h must be accomplished. Then We shall save 
those who used to fear Allaah and were dutiful to Him. And We shall 
have the wrongdoers therein (humbled) to their knees.”' 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah 
be upon him- said, 


' Maryam ' 
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“The Siraat will be established over the Hell-fire and I and my 
Ummah will the first to pass across it.”' 

He also said, 

".fL, ^1.. ’i’i' elc.jj f <Jji __ ~ y i_' J ! j" 

“And the bridge will erected over the Hell and I and my Ummah will 
be the first to pass across it and the invocation of the Messengers 
on that Day shall be: ‘Attahumma sallim sallimY ” Y 

Aboo Sa‘eed said, 

“It came to my knowledge that the bridge is thinner than the hair and 
sharper than the sword.”’ r 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- also said, 

^ ,aSIjl j>ua tVL q^j tjioj Ulj^ '^ ^Lojija 4jLoVI (Tuiyij" 

~:... t ij iUjAj uij'i ^ \c_ ,*,j i~~ v. ^.r_i j jj i^:' 

^(JUj J Q-. j VI JJ.—l' ^ Ui... j ^_3 ^ tjUtll (JLaC.1 t^im 

jLill ^^3 ..j jS a j t4_l Cll^ol Ji.ll ojj>iLo 4 ql» ^ > LlltXS 

“The trust and the bond of kinship will be released and they will 
stand on the edges of the Siraat right and left. The first among you 
shall pass as fast as a lighting; some will pass like wind, then some 
like bird and then some will pass quickly on their feet. Each will pass 
according to his deeds. Meanwhile, your Prophet -may blessings 
and peace of Allaah be upon him- will stand on the Siraat saying: 
‘O Allaah! Save, save!’ until men’s deeds shall not be able to make 
them pass. A man will come and will not be able to move except by 
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crawling, and on the edges of the Siraat are suspended hooks, 
which are commanded to snatch whoever they are ordered to 
snatch. Some will receive some scratches and then be save and 
some will be crammed and cast into Hell”' 


Ten: the Bridge 

We must also believe that when the believers had passed the Siraat 
and escaped from Hell, they will be stopped on the Bridge which is 
a place between the Paradise and Hell so that the wrong that some 
of them had done to another will be avenged before they enter 
Paradise. After they are refined and cleansed they will then be 
allowed to enter it. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

(j-o L T '1 ^ a 4 t jLjllj 4_j^JI ( jj_3 o^)Jaj9 ^Ac. Jj * ■ ^ i jljll {ja qIa 

A 4^ 4 Q' A. ■ ^ 4 \ Ijij I ^ lllilll ^^_9 ~'j. ClljlS >.4 

".Unli ^9 <jis 4 : j 4~'44: \ ui sau 

“The believers will be saved from Hell and they will be detained on 
the Bridge between Paradise and Hell, so that the injustices that 
they had done to one another in the world will be avenged and 
when they are refined and cleansed, they will then be permitted to 
enter Paradise. By Him in Whose Hand is my soul, anyone of them 
will know the way to his place in Paradise more than his way to his 
house in this world.” 


Paradise 


Paradise is the abode of honour that Allaah has prepared for the 
pious on the Day of Resurrection. There are in it streaming rivulets, 
high chambers and beautiful consorts. There are in Paradise 
enjoyments that the souls long for and that are pleasant to eyes. No 
eyes have ever seen these enjoyments, no ear has heard about 
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them and no human mind has ever imagined them. The bliss of 
Paradise will never end and its dwellers shall abide therein forever. 
The place of a whip in it is better than the world and all that it 
contains. Its fragrance is perceived from the journey of forty years 
and the greatest pleasure of Paradise is the fact that the believers 
will see their Lord with their very eyes. 

As for the disbelievers, they will be screened from seeing their Lord. 
So to deny the fact that the believers will see their Lord on that Day 
is tantamount to equating them with disbelievers in this deprivation. 

There are one hundred degrees in the Paradise. Between one 
degree and another is like the distance that is between the heaven 
and the earth. The highest degree of Paradise is the High Firdaws 
whose roof is the Throne of the Most Merciful Lord. It has eight 
gates and between the extremes of each gate is like the distance 
that is between Makkah and Hajar.' A day will come upon it in which 
it will become crowded. The least of the dwellers of Paradise in 
degree will have the equal of the tenfold of the wealth and pleasure 
of this world. Allaah says about Paradise, 



“It is prepared for the pious. ” 

He also says about the perpetuity of the dwellers of Paradise in it, 

I'M Lpj OiAM- Mf^l ' CF jf CAP f-£j -Af -*-*3'Lr?~ ^ 

O J i Ad ' 3 \ j^ y C- 4A11 
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“Their reward with their Lord is Eden Paradise (Gardens of 
Eternity) underneath which rivers flow. They will abide 
therein forever; Allaah will be pleased with them and they 
with Him. That is for him who fears his Lord.”' 

The Hell-fire 

The Hell-fire is the abode of torment, which Allaah has prepared for 
the disbelievers and sinners. There are in it severe torments and all 
kinds of punishments. Its keepers will be Angels who are harsh and 
stern. The disbelievers shall abide therein forever. Their food shall 
be of Zaqqoom (a horrible tree in Hell) and their drink shall be 
boiling water. The fire of this world is only Vv> of the heat of Hell. 
The Hell-Fire supersedes the fire of this world by sixty-nine degrees. 
All of it is as hot as the fire of this world or even greater. 

This fire does not feel bored of those who are cast into it, it would 
rather say: ‘Is there any more?’ It has seven gates and each gate 
thereof has a special class of sinners assigned to it. 

Allaah says about Hell-Fire, 



CJj-Pl 


“It is prepared for the disbelievers. ” 

He also says about the perpetuity of the dwellers of Hell, and that it 
will never be extinct, 



' Al-Bayyinah 1A:A 
' Aal ‘Imraan V: 1VA 
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“Verily Allaah has cursed the disbelievers, and has prepared for 
them a flaming Fire, wherein they will abide forever; they will find 
neither a protector nor a helper. 

r . Benefits of belief in the Last Day 

Belief in the Last Day has great benefits among which are: 

f. It creates a desire to do righteous deeds. 

V It makes one afraid of committing sins and to be pleased with 
that out of the fear of the torment of that Day. 

v. It consoles a believer over what he misses of the pleasures of 
this world with the pleasure of the Hereafter. 

i. Belief in the Resurrection is the foundation of happiness for 
individuals and the society. For when man believes that Allaah will 
raise up the creatures after their death and reward them for their 
deeds; and that the wronged will be avenged on the one who 
wronged him even if they are animals; he will stand firm on acts of 
obedience to Allaah; the root of evil will then be cut off, good will 
prevail and virtue and peace will be widespread. 


' Al-Ahzaab TTili-lo 


PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com 






hjM'i 1 OU.NI OlTjf 


THE SIXTH PILLAR: BELIEF IN PRE-DECREE 


Meaning of Pre-decree (Al-Qadar) and the importance of 
belief in it: 

Pre-decree is Allaah’s preordainment for all beings according to His 
Fore-Knowledge and Wisdom. This goes back to Omnipotence of 
Allaah, and that He has power over all things and He does whatever 
He wills. 

Belief in pre-decree is part of belief in the Lordship of Allaah. It is 
one of the pillars of faith without which a Muslim’s faith cannot be 
complete. Allaah says, 



“Verily, We have created all things with Divine Preordainment. 
The Prophet -peace and blessings of Allaah be on him- said, 



“Everything is by pre-decree even the delay in doing obligatory 
duties and the intelligence.”' 

Stages of Pre-decree 

No belief in pre-decree can be complete without actualization of four 
stages: 

One: Belief in the eternal Knowledge of Allaah that encompasses all 
things. Allaah says, 


' Al-Qamar ° £: £ ^ 
T Muslim 
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“Know you not that Allaah knows all that in the heaven and on the 
earth? Verily, it is (all) in the Book. Verily, it is easy for Allaah.”' 

Two: To believe that the fates of all creatures have been recorded 
in the Preserved Tablet (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfooz). Allaah says, 



i 


.S" Cr? 


“We have neglected nothing in the Book. ” 

The Messenger of Allaah said -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him-, 



“Allaah has written down the fates of all creatures fifty thousand 
years before He created the heavens and the earth.” r 

Three: To belief in the effective Will of Allaah and His all- 
encompassing Power. Allaah says, 



“And you cannot will unless it be that Allaah wills - the Lord of all 
the worlds. 


' Al-Hajj 'f'nv. 
r Al-An‘aam 1: VA 
r Muslim 
1 At-Takweer 
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Someone told the Prophet -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him-, ‘Whatever Allaah wills and you also will.’ But the Prophet 
-may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- retorted, 



“Are you making me an equal to Allaah? It is whatever Allaah alone 
wills!”’ 

Four: To believe that Allaah is the Creator of all things. Allaah says, 



“Allaah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Wakeel (Trustee, 
Disposer of affairs, Guardian) overall things."' 

Allaah also says, 



“Allaah has created you and what you make.’ r 
The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 



“Indeed, it is Allaah Who created the maker and what he makes.” £ 

Categories of Pre-decree 


' Ahmad 
T Az-Zumar 
r As-Saaffaat VVAI 
' Al-Bukhaaree 
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a. General pre-decree that involves all beings. This is the one 
recorded in the Preserved Tablet fifty thousand years before the 
creation of the heavens and the earth. 

b. Lifespan pre-decree. It is to predestine what will happen to man 
from the time the soul is breathed into him till the end of his life. 

c. Annual pre-decree. It is to predestine what will happen every 
year. This takes place on Lailatul Qadr every year. Allaah says, 



“Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainment. ” 

d. Daily preordainment. This is to preordain what will happen every 
day of glory and disgrace, giving and deprivation, giving life and 
causing death etc. Allaah says, 



“Whosoever is in the heavens and on the earth begs of Him (its 
needs). Everyday, He is engaged in some affair,’ r 

t. Creed of the Righteous Predecessors on Pre-decree 

The Righteous Predecessors believed that Allaah is the Creator, the 
Sustainer and the Possessor of all things. They believed that Allaah 
had written down the fates of all things before He created them. He 
has preordained their lifespan, provisions and deeds and has pre¬ 
decreed their final fate be it happiness or misery. He has recorded 
all that with precision in a Clear Record. They also believed that 


' The Night of Decree is one of the odd nights of the last ten days of the month of 
Ramadaan. Allaah tells us that this night is better than a thousand months. See the 
Qur’aan, Al-Qadr ^V:V. (Translator) 

T Ad-Dukhaan £ £: £ 
r Ar-Rahmaan 
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whatever He wills be and whatever He does not will does not be. 
They believed that He knows what has been, what will be and that 
He knows how what had not been would have been like, had it 
been. They believed that Allaah has power over all things. They 
believed that He guides whomsoever He wills and causes to go 
astray whomsoever He wills. They believed that mankind are 
endowed with freewill and ability with which they do what Allaah 
enables them to do, though they believed that mankind cannot will 
but what Allaah wills. Allaah says, 



“As for those who strive hard in Us (in Our Cause), We will certainly 
guide to Our Paths. 

They believed that Allaah is the Creator of men and their deeds 
though they are their actual doers. No one should have any excuse 
against Allaah over an undone obligatory duty or perpetrated 
forbidden act; they believed that the extensive proof rather belongs 
to Allaah over His slaves. They believed that it is permissible to 
make pre-decree an excuse for befallen calamities and not for sins 
and iniquities as the Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace 
of Allaah be upon him- said about the argument of Prophets Moosa 
and Aadam, 



“Aadam and Moosa argued and Moosa said: ‘You Aadam, it is your 
sin that brought you out of Paradise.’ Aadam replied him: ‘But you 
Moosa, Allaah has favoured you with His Messages and Word and 
you are then blaming me for a matter which had been pre-decreed 


' Al-Ankaboot V H: 1S 
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on me before I was created.’ So Aadam defeated Moosa in 
that argument.”' 

®. Humans’ actions: 

Deeds that Allaah created in the universe are of two types: 

One: Actions that Allaah effects on His creatures in which none has 
any will or choice. The choice in these only belongs to Allaah. 
Examples of these are giving life, causing death or illness and 
endowing with health. Allaah says, 



“Allaah has created you and what you make. 
He also says, 



“(It is Allaah) Who has created death and life that He may test you 
which of is best in deed. 

Two: Actions that are done by all creatures who have will. These 
are according to the choices of the doers and their wills. For Allaah 
has given them permission to do that. He says, 



“Whomsoever among you who wills let him walk straight. ’* 
He also says, 


' Muslim 

r As-Saaffaat VV:Vl 
T Al-Mulk 1V:Y 
1 At-Takweer A! :Y A 
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“Then whomsoever wills, let him believe; and whomsoever wills let 
him disbelieve. 

They will, therefore, be commended for their commendable deeds 
and be blamed for their blameworthy deeds; and Allaah does not 
punish except on a matter in which man has a choice, as He 
Himself has said, 



“And I am not unjust to the slaves.” 

Man also knows the difference between choice and compulsion; for 
he can descend down from the roof through the stairs willingly, and 
another person may cause him to fall down from the same roof. The 
former is by his choice and the later is by compulsion. 

V Reconciling between the creation of Allaah and humans’ 
actions: 

Allaah created man and created his deeds, but man is the actual 
doer of his action because he has a will and ability. If he believes, it 
is by his will and out of his own volition; and if he disbelieves, it is by 
his will and own volition. If we say that ‘this fruit is from this tree’ and 
‘this plant is from this land’, it means it comes out from it. And if we 
say that it is from Allaah, it means that it is Allaah Who created that 
act from it. So there is no contradiction in that. It is by this that 
Allaah’s rule is reconciled with his Pre-decree. Allaah says, 


' Al-Kahf \k:V\ 
' Qaaf o • 
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“(It is Allaah) Who has created death and life that He may test you 
which of you is best in deed. ” 

He also says, 




“As for him who gives in charity and keeps his duty to Allaah and 
fears Him, and believes in the reward (from Allaah), We will make 
smooth for him the path of ease (goodness). But he who is greedy 
miser and thinks self-sufficient, and belies the reward (from Allaah), 
We will make smooth for him the path for evil. ” r 

v. Man’s obligation as regards Pre-decree 

Man must do two things as regards Pre-decree: 

One: To seek the help of Allaah in doing what is ordained and in 
abstaining from what is forbidden. He should also invoke Him to 
make the path of goodness easy for him and to keep him away from 
path of evil. He should put his trust in and seek refuge with Him and 
depend on Him in doing good and abstaining from evil. The 
Messenger of Allaah □ said, 



“Strive for what will benefit you, seek the help of Allaah and do not 
be weak. If anything afflicts you, do not say: ‘Had I done this, it 
would have resulted into this’, but say: ‘Allaah has decreed and He 


' Al-Mulk 1V:Y 
’ Al-Lail W:o-\ . 
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does whatever He wills’, for (the word) ‘if’ opens the (way for the) 
acts of Satan.” 


Two: He must bear what has been predestined with patience and 
should not be distressed. He should know that, the happening is 
from Allaah and therefore, he should be contented and submit 
himself to Him. He should also know that, whatever affects him (of 
good and bad) has been predestined for him and that whatever 
misses him (of good and bad) has not been predestined for him. 
The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

lA Lo (jlj t. ~V' U-x 1 '' ■ La (ji Ur-'j" 


“Know that whatever affects you has been pre-decreed for you and 
that whatever misses you has not been pre-decreed for you.” 

Being satisfied with Allaah’s decision and pre-decree: 

One must be satisfied with predestination; for that is part of 
complete satisfaction with the Lordship of Allaah. Every believer 
must therefore, be pleased with the decision of Allaah; for all 
Allaah’s deeds and decision are full of good, justice and wisdom. So 
whoever is convinced that whatever affected him would never have 
missed him because it has been written down for him and that 
whatever missed him would never have affected him because it has 
not been preordained for him, his mind will be free from confusion 
and hesitation and his life will be free of anxiety and disturbances. 
He will neither be sad over what has missed him nor fear of his 
future. He will, as a result, be the happiest man and the most 
contented. 


Whoever knows that his life is and provision are limited; he will 
realize that no cowardice can extend his lifespan and that no 
avarice can increase him in wealth, for all has been written down. 
Such a man will only bear whatever calamity that afflicts him with 
patience, seek forgiveness of his Lord for his sins and misdeeds 
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and be contented with what Allaah has pre-decreed. He will be, 
by so doing, combining between obeying the commandments of his 
Lord and bearing the misfortunes with patience. Allaah says, 


(^f^) JLJt- 4jJlj jA-JJ Jl^. 4jjl_) ^I O^j-; t :-''' n J L^! Lj 


“No calamity befalls but by the leave of Allaah, and whosoever 
believes in Allaah, He guides his heart. And Allaah is All-Knower of 
everything. 

Allaah also says, 


1 1 - Ij ^ I US ^ ^ ■ _ ) I Ls 


“So be patient. Verily, the Promise of Allaah is true and ask 
forgiveness for your fault. 

T Guidance is of two types: 

One: Guidance by direction to the truth and right path. This is given 
to all creatures and it is the one over which the Messengers and 
their followers have the power to make. Allaah says, addressing 
Prophet Muhammad -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him, 


% A^kJI L« ssS' 1_« \uja\ d-LJl AlJ'uSj 


yire (J) dJjlj body ^ i lAi ^Aj J If. Ij JJ 
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“And verily, you are indeed guiding (mankind) to the Straight Path.” 

Two: Guidance by direction to success and firmness of Faith. This 
is a favour and blessing from Allaah, which He gives to His pious 
slaves. No one is able to give this but Allaah. He says, 



“Verily you (O Muhammad) guide not whom you like, but Allaah 
guides whom He wills. ” r 

' •. The Will in the Book of Allaah is of two types: 

One: The Universal Pre-ordained Will. This is the Will that 
encompasses all beings. By this, whatever Allaah wills takes place 
and whatever He does not will does not take place. The Universal 
Will necessitates the occurrence of what Allaah intends to occur but 
does not necessitate His love for that thing or His pleasure with it. 
An exception to this rule is if the Islaamic Legal Will is related to it. 
Allaah refers to this by His Saying, 



“And whomsoever Allaah wills to guide, He opens his breast to 
Islaam. ” r 

Two: The Islaamic Religious Legal Will. This is to love the intended 
thing and those who do it and to be pleased with them. It does not 
however necessitate the occurrence of the willed thing except if the 
Universal Will is connected to that. Allaah says, 


' Ash-Shooraa £ \° Y 
T Al-Qasas VA:oi 
T Al-An‘aam 
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“Allaah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things 
difficult for you. 

The Universal Will is absolutely more general. For every Islaamic 
Legal Will is intended universally and not every universally intended 
thing occurs in the legal way. For instance, both Wills occurred in 
Aboo Bakr’s belief. Only the Universal Will occurred in Aboo Jahl’s 
disbelief. However, the matter in which the Universal Will did not 
occur though it was willed by legal way is Aboo Jahl’s disbelief. 

Though Allaah intends the occurrence of sins by Pre-ordainment, 
and wills that Universally, He is not however pleased with them by 
Islaamic legal ordainment and does not love them or enjoin them. 
He rather hates, abhors and prohibits them, and even threatens 
whoever commits them with punishment. All that is of His Pre¬ 
decree. 

However, Allaah loves acts of obedience and Faith. He enjoins 
them and promises whomever does them good recompense. So 
acts of disobedience to Allaah are by His Will and nothing occurs 
but that which he wills. He says, 

i=£ ^ 

4 ijHji ^j 4 


“He (Allaah) likes not disbelief for His slaves. 
He also says, 


, , ^ ^ ^ >-5-» ' < * s s' 9 * s r, i ^ ^ 9 f. J ^ ^ 
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“Allaah likes not mischief. 


' Al-Baqarah V:l Ao 
T Az-Zumar VS:V 
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'Things that prevent the occurrence of what has been pre¬ 
decreed: 


Allaah has made for these preordainments causes that prevent their 
occurrence or remove them like supplications, alms giving, 
medicaments, taking precautions and being discreet; for over each 
is a decision and pre-decree of Allaah, even the negligence in doing 
what is obligatory by procrastination and intelligence. 

The issue of Pre-decree is a mystery of Allaah is His 
creatures: 

To say that Pre-decree is a mystery of Allaah in His creatures 
should be restricted to the hidden aspect of preordainment. 
Essence of things is unknown but to Allaah alone and no man 
knows that. Like the fact that, it is Allaah Who makes people go 
astray. It is He Who guides, causes to die, gives life, deprives and 
gives. The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah 
be upon him- said, 

".Ijjill jSi lil" 

“If the matter of Pre-decree is mentioned, you should hold back.”' 

As for other aspects of pre-decree, its great wisdom and its 
degrees, stages and effects, these must be learnt and explained to 
people; for pre-decree is one of the pillars of Faith that must be 
learnt and known. The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and 
peace of Allaah be upon him, after he has mentioned the pillars 
of Faith to Angel Jibreel said, 

“That is Jibreel. He has come to you to teach you your religion.” v 


' Al-Baqarah V:Y .o 
T Muslim 
r Muslim 
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' 'f. Taking pre-decree as a pretext: 

Allaah’s Foreknowledge of what will happen is a mystery known 
only to Him. It is unknown to any Mukallaf'. So no one should take it 
as a pretext and no one should abandon work and depend on what 
has been written down. For predestination is not anyone’s plea 
against Allaah or against His creation. Had it been permissible for 
anyone to make predestination an excuse for the sins that he had 
committed, no wrongdoer would have been punished, no polytheist 
would have been killed, no penal punishment would have been 
implemented and no one would have refrained from injustice. And 
all this is corruption in matters of religion and worldly life whose 
harm is well known. 


We say to him who takes pre-decree as an excuse: ‘You do not 
have a sure knowledge that you are among the dwellers of Paradise 
or Hell. Had you have knowledge about that, we would not have 
commanded you or prohibited you. You should rather work, so that 
Allaah makes you succeed to be among the dwellers of Paradise.’ 
One of the companions of the Prophet -may blessings and peace of 
Allaah be upon him- said when he heard the hadeeths of pre¬ 
decree; “I had never been more striving to do good deeds as I am 
now.” 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said when he was asked about taking predestination as a 
pretext, 


ejl*_uail (Jjfci jj-o (j1_S I'd La] JSa Ijlac.1" |j^a]L jrULLaVI cjLaJ La] ^ (JLjj 
"o j'.qL.'] JaI Jaua] j.■ .■ 3 oy.q,']]' L)* 0 LM toL t ■ i] 1 JaI d* 0 ^ J Ll m3 


' Al-Mukallaf means any Muslim who is an adult and sane. In Islaamic 
Law, such a Muslim becomes personally bound to follow all the 
injunctions of Islaam. The word is sometimes freely translated as a legally 
responsible Muslim. (Translator) 
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“Carry on doing good deeds, for everybody will find easy (to do) 
such deeds as will lead him to his destined place. Whoever is 
destined to be among the fortunate ones, deeds of the fortunate 
ones will be made easy for him and he who is destined to among 
the miserly, deeds of the miserly will be made easy for him.” The 
Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon 
him- then recited: 


© 


“As for him who gives in charity and keeps his duty to Allaah and 
fears Him, and believes in the reward (from Allaah), We will make 
smooth for him the path of ease (goodness). But he who is greedy 
miser and thinks self-sufficient, and belies the reward (from Allaah), 
We will make smooth for him the path for evil. 

' i. Making use of the means: 

Two things happen to man: 

-Something over which he has a power and should not therefore, 
feel unable to withstand. 

-Something over which he has no power and about which he should 
not feel sad. 

Allaah knows of the afflictions before they occur and it is not His 
Knowledge of the calamity that makes it befall the affected man, he 
is only afflicted on account of the factors that cause its occurrence. 
If the occurrence is a result of negligence on the part of the affected 
person by neglecting causes and means by which the affliction 
could be averted and which his religion commands him to make use 


' Al-Layl “TV :°-l • 
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of, he will be blamed for his negligence in protecting himself 
and not making use of the natural means that can protect him. But if 
he has no power to avert this calamity, then he is excused. 

Therefore, making use of the means does not negate 
preordainment and reliance on Allaah. It is rather a part thereof. But 
when the preordained happens, one must be satisfied with it and 
surrender and say: “Allaah preordains and does whatever He wills.” 
However, before the preordained thing happens, the right thing to 
do for the legally obliged Muslim is to make use of the legally 
sanctioned means and prevent the preordained with another 
preordained. Even the Prophets made use of the means that 
protected them against their enemies though they were supported 
with Revelation and Divine Protection. The Messenger of Allaah - 
may blessings and peace of Allaah be upon him- who is the leader 
of those who rely on Allaah also made use of the means in spite of 
his strong reliance on his Lord. Allaah says, 


<< 1)1 
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"And make ready against them all you can of power, including 
steeds of war to threaten the enemy of Allaah and your enemy. 


He also says, 

is 

4 (JjJ) ti Vj-Ji^=>3^1 ^50 Ja>- I 


“It is He Who has made the earth subservient to you; so walk in the 
path thereof and eat of His provision. And to Him will be the 
Resurrection. ” r 


' Al-Anfaal A:‘ • 
Y Al-Mulk IV: )o 
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The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 
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“The strong believer is better and dearer to Allaah than the weak 
believer but there is good in both. Strive for what benefits you, seek 
the help of Allaah and do not be weak. If anything afflicts you, do 
not say: ‘Had I done this, it would have resulted into this’, but say: 
‘Allaah has decreed and He does whatever He wills’, for (the word) 
‘if opens the (way for the) acts of Satan.”' 


' The rule regarding one who denies Pre-decree: 

He who denies pre-decree has denied one of the fundamentals of 
Islaam and has as a result disbelieved. One of the Righteous 
Predecessors (Salaf) said, “Use knowledge to argue with the Al- 
Qadariyyah\ If they deny it, they are disbelievers and if they affirm 
it, they are defeated.” 

' i. Benefits of belief in Pre-decree: 


Belief in pre-decree has good benefits and beautiful effects which 
are advantageous to individuals and society. Among these benefits 
are: 

a. It yields different righteous acts of worship and commendable 
traits like sincerity to Allaah, reliance on Him, fear of Him, having 
hope in Him and having good opinion of Him. It also yields patience 
and power of endurance, ability to fight despair, being satisfied with 


' Muslim 

T They are those who deny the existence of predestination. At there extreme 
opposite are Al-Jabariyyah: those who belief that humans have no choice or will in 
all that they do and that they are compelled to do that by destination. Both groups 
are misled. (Translator) 
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Allaah and dedicating thanks to Allaah alone. It makes one 
rejoice over His bounties and mercy, makes one humble to Allaah 
and drives away arrogance and haughtiness. It yields spending in 
righteous ways out of trust in Allaah. It also yields bravery and 
courage, contentedness and self-dignity, high-mindedness, 
prudence, seriousness and moderation in bliss and in hardship. 
Belief in pre-decree also liberates the mind from superstitions and 
falsehood and gives man peace of mind. 

b. The believer in pre-decree spends his life on the right path; no 
bliss can make him arrogance and no calamity can cause him 
despair. He will know with certainty that whatever hardship that 
afflicts him is by pre-decree of Allaah and a trial; he will not 
therefore, be worried but will rather bear that with patience and seek 
its reward from Allaah. 

c. The believer in pre-decree is protected against erroneous ways 
and evil ending. For that continuous struggle will make him stand 
firm on the right way, encourage him to do a lot of good deeds and 
make him shun sins and destructive actions. 


d. It gives the believers strong heart and perfect certainty with 
which to face difficulties and horrors of life - while he, at the same 
time makes use of the means. 

The Messenger of Allaah -may blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him- said, 

'j. 4'nl VI dbi w ' -'J I j tjji. 4-1 o^)-ol (j! ^)-oV 

"_<I I JJ-. J' ■ ^ ^ ' J— - 4', ,1 . jjlj I JJ-. 

“The matter of the believer is wonderful! For all his affairs are good 
and that is for none but the believer alone. If he is blessed with 
prosperity, he thanks Allaah and that is good for him and when he is 
afflicted with hardship, he is patient and that is also good for him.”' 


' Muslim 
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